( duration £:15 minutes )

Commissioned by the BB for the 1995 "Toward the Millenium" series.
First performance given by Mary King and the Kreutzer Quartet at Pebble
Mill, Birmingham, i7/3/95.
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Slow Movement

Waking, ke found himsellin o train, andante,

With wafers of carly surlight Blessing the unimown liclds

And vesterday cancélled oul, sxcept for yesterdsy's papers
Huddling under the seat,

1t is stsll very carly, this is o siow movermeny;
The viola-player’s hand like a sh ina glass tank
Rises, remains quivering, daris away

To nibble invisible wends.

Gireal white nebulae lurch againse the window
To deploy acrass the vatley, the children are not yel up
To wave us o - we pass withont speciotors,

Brpiding a voiceless ceved.

And the gird oppasite, name unknown, is still

Asleep and 1he colour of ber ¢yes unknown

Which mighi be wells of sun or moons of wish
But it 1s suill very early.

The movement ¢nds, the train has come 1o a/&ep
Ia bultcreup (iclds, the Bddles arc silentihs whole
Shoat of sitver tessellates the aquariuem

Floor, nat a bubbile rises...

And what happens next o IR pragmrme we do oot know,
I the red ling (opped on the 2atge, the fish wili go mad in the lank
Accelerande con forza, the S'eCper opens her eyes

And. 50 doing, open ours.

Cornel xedt

Suspended m a moving night
The face in the reflected (rain
Looks at first sight as self-assursd
As 3y our own Face - But look again:

Windews between vou and the world
Kezp out the cold, keep out the Tright:
Then why does your reflection seem
Sa toncly in the moving sight?

Lowis McMeige
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