THE MYTHICAL BUGLER

The Mythical Bugler was commissioned by John Webber and the Portsmouth New Music
Orchestra. with funds made available by Southern Arts. The title is taken from a legend which
states that when the mythical bugler sounds 'Return Stores', the houses of Portsmouth will
collapse and items stolen from Portsmouth Dockyard will march back to the Dockyard stores.

The main building block of The Mythical Bugler is the opening melody of William Mundy's
anthecm O Lord, The Maker, written in 1545 - the year in which Henry VIII's flagship, the
Mary Rose, sank. The anthem was at one time thought to have been written by Henry VIIL
Two other portraits of Portsmouth naval history are also contained within - one rather obliquely,
and the other more obvious.

Thanks are duc to John Rowley and Sue Wright, both of whom gave me lots of ideas for

rescarching the project. It 1s dedicated to Beccy, Simaand Matthew for giving me time and
space 1o write it
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