LAMENT for DUNBLANE

Jennifer Fowler

for: sop 1, sop 2. alto, tenor & bass.

Duration; 7 - 8 minutes
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LAMENT for DUNBLANE

Jennifer Fowier

On Wednesday, 13th March, 1996. sixieen chiidren, all 5 years old, were
shot and killed at a primary school in Dunblane. Scotland. Their teacher
was also kiiled. Eleven more chiidien and two other teachers were shot
and injured. '

"Our evening 1s over us: our night whelms, whelms and will end us”

(G. M. Hopkins)
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Text by Jenmifer Fowler

Early, unearthly, earth's evening overlying,

Overall. Light, even, evening hght,

Flicker, flickering, fading; far, far, further, first-born, dawning
Star. Star-high, one star, only hght, starlight,

Far on high, star flickering, twilight shaking.

Even, evening, eene light, overlying,

Turning all unearthly. Emerging,

Other stars appear; high, stars clustering, outpricking heav'n
With starlight; star on star. Others unfurl, unfurling,
Uncover other stars unfurling; circling dome.

Star-whirl, whirling light, starlight wavering, wild light flinging fire,
Wild light flickering fire, light whirling, stars nurling fire,

Whirling, wild hight flickening, far light flickenng,

Far hight turning; circling.

Cry out. Echo through high dome, calling,
Vaulting far sound, re-sound; echo ripple over,
All earth re-sound, far hollow <t¥’re-sound,
Sounding cry; a cry falling down, a far cry,
Clamouring cry, piercing;-bitter; cry on cry,
Through echoing dome.

Dunblane darkens.

Darkness overwhelms

In bitter weeping.

Doleful weeping; quailing, dismal grieving;
Bounding cry, sounding cry ringing.

Surrounding cry, gath'ning cry, mounting cry, outcry;
Bounding cry rung. Echo rung.

Hollow; resounding echo;

Lamenting rounding cry; bitter,

Surrounding shadow hang; overhang.

Darkness falling; children falling;
Shadows gather, veiling sky;
Overwhelm all in bleak night.
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Shadow, might enshrouding,

Black overclouding, extinguishing stars;
Cover. black on black.

Clouds overflowing, bursting, over-flooding,
Drowning stars; outquenching;

Ending song.

Sorrow overshadows, cover earth,
Cover all. Calling, children calling,
Lamenting; children call;

Calling those that are no more....
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