CHRISTOPHER FOX

PRIMESSITE

foi piano


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Performance directions

Pages 1-3 teft-hand  chromatic cluster depressed silently; keys are
progressively released as shown

Pages 11 - 14 both hands hands move independently: right hand tempi are notated
above the stave, left hand below; ratios express
relationships between tempi; vertical dashes show
points of coincidence between the hands

Pages 16 - 19 both hands diamond-headed notes are depressed silently

Programme text

Our ability to discern musical form is wholly dependent on memory. In most music
we become aware of musical change tlirough the accretion of short-term memory as,
step by step, a work unfolds, and we become aware of large-scale forms through their
deployment of differing degrees of repetition.

Prime Site eschews repetition: it is in seven continuous sections, each distinct but
each also variously related (by'mitch, duration, figuration) to all the other sections.
For me the subject of the music is both the sound of the pianc and this set of
relationships, backwards aid forwards through time across the work, setting up an
increasingly complex counterpoint between the present and the past.

In the midst of composing Prime Site I came across an image from a medieval
stained glass window showing Christ receiving the seven virtues. The virtues define
Christ-like-ness, but they are not themselves Christ. It struck me that what [ was
trying to write was music which, section by section, progressively reveals more of a
musical subject while never wholly representing the subject itself. That wholeness
exists only in the listener's mind.

Prime Site was written between June 1996 and February 1997 for the pianist lan
Pace, who commissioned it with funds from the Yorkshire and Humberside Arts

Board. The work was given its premiere by lan Pace in the King's Hall, Newcastie
University on 13 March 1997.
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