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 ii 

 
PLAINSONG   FOR   STRINGS 

(revised version) 
 

Jennifer  Fowler 
 
 
for divisi strings: 
 
Beginning to J:  Violin 1 
    Violin 2 
    Violin 3 
    Violin 4 &/or Viola 2 
    Viola 1 
 
J - L:    Cello 1 (solo) 
    Cello 2 (solo) 
 
L - N :   Violas 1 & 2 
    Cello 1 (tutti) 
    Cello 2 (tutti) 
    D.Bass 
 
N - end:   Violin 1 
    Violin 2 
    Violin 3 
    Violin 4 
    Viola 1 
    Viola 2 
    Cello 1 (solo) 
    Cello 2 (solo) 
 
 
Can be 1, 2, or more instuments on each part (except where marked “solo”) depending 
on resources.  An effective contrast in texture would be to have single instruments per 
part up to letter L, then more instruments per part after that. 
 
 
 
Duration  :  10 - 11 mins. 
 
 
Adapted for strings (by the composer) from Veni Sancte Spiritus for chamber choir. 
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 iii

Programme note. 
 
 
 
  NOTES on PLAINSONG FOR STRINGS 
    JENNIFER FOWLER 
 
 
 This piece is an adaption of an earlier piece for chamber choir, 
based on the plainsong "Veni Creator Spiritus".  It explores a process of 
built-in resonance. 
 
 Canons have always been an "echo device", but in this piece the 
canonic voices proceed at fluctuating speeds, so that the time relationship 
between voices is constantly shifting. 
 
 Throughout, a single line is used, but decorated and smudged 
outwards in such a way that the resulting sound can be directionalised 
and shaped. 
 
 
 * * * * * * * * 
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PLAINSONG FOR STRINGS
Jennifer Fowler
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Violin 2

Violin 3

Violin  4
and/or

 Viola 2

Viola 1

Cello 1

Cello 2

Double
 bass











 
mp


*

     
   

p



 
mp*

    5:4  
   

p


mp

 3 
4:3

    

 
mp


*

 3   3          
p

  
mp

 
*

              

 
mp *

           
5:4

 
p


mp

3 

4:3

      

     
     
 

* The lines should flow.  Ignore normal strong beats, and lean on the note at the beginning of each bow stroke.

   
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
mp

               
p

 
mp

    

          
p

 
mp

       

 
mp

     4:5

           
p mp

      

 
p

   
mp

                 

         
p

 
mp

   
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






       
mp

     
p

 
mp

  

    
mp

    
p

 
mp

 3   3      

      
4:5 mp

     
p


mp

   

 
p
 

mp
        

4:5

mp
     

p

          
4:3 mp

     
mp

  
6:5

       

13 A

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






           
mp

        

     
mp

    5

      

      
4:3        

mp
       4:5

    

  
mp

       4:5        
mp
  

     
mp

           



2

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


17

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






     
mp


p

 
mp

       

  
mp pp


mp

  
4:3

     
3

    

     
mp


p


mp

      

               
mp p mp

     

    3   
mp

    
4:3

     
3

   
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Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






       
p

       

  
p

   5:4    

  
3

      
p

         

         
p

 
p

       

 
p

 
p

            
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






   
mp

              

   
mp

 3     6:5 
        

   
mp
          4:3   

          
mp

         
4:5

   
mp


5:4

     4:3           
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






   
mf

               
mp


 
mf


3

  
4:3

   
4:3

            
mp



   
mf 3

  
4:3

   
3

          
mp
 

 
      

mf
               

   
mf

                
mp

   
p
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
p

  
mp

         

  
mp

        5:4    5:4

3 mf

      

 
p
 

mp

  
6:5

 6:5

        

      
mp

 
p

 
mp

     

  
mp

              
mf

      
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
3

mf

     
mp


mp

        

 
mp

  
mp

                

   
3

  
mf

 
3

     
mp

           

     
mf

3

      
mp

 
mp

  

  
mp

  
mp

             
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






     
p

  
mp

  
3

    
3

  
p


mp

               

      
p

 
mp

      3   3  

            
p


mp



       
p mp

             3 
3

  

45

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






        
p


mp

          
gliss.

 

  
p

 
mp

    4:3         
gliss.

 
p

    
3


3

     
p


mp


3   3

        
gliss.

 

  
3   

3

    
3

   
p mp

       

  
p

   
mp

       3        
gliss.


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49 D

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
p

  
p

      
mp

   

   
p

       
mp

        
p

   
p

          
4:3

   

      
gliss.


p

        

  
p

            
mp

       
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






    
p

               

  
p

                   

 
mp 4:3

      
p

          3

      

   
4:5

    
p p

        3  

 
p


mp

p

        
3   
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






  
p

        
p



 
p

    3    
p
 

mp 3

    

  
p

              
p
 

       
p

           

 
p

    
3

    
p

 

61

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
mp

           
p

 
mp

 

          
p


mp


4:3

        3 

 
mp

 3

    3             
p

    
mp

 

 
p


mp

            
p

 
mp

       
3

     3 
p

 
mp

 
4:3      
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65 F

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






        3      
p


mp


         

      
p

  
mp 4:3

            

                 
p


mp


4:3

          

  
mp

        
3

    
p


mp

     

      
p

 
mp

             

69

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






     
mp

       

   
mp

  3   3    
3

       

       
mp
        

 
       

mp

     

      
mp

     3              
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73 G

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






   
3

      
mp

          

   
mp

   
3

      

   
6

    
mp

              

                
mp

        

   
mp

            

77

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






   
mp

    
         

  
mp

 
3

              

     
mp

     
3       

      
mp

             

  
mp

 
3

             
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






    
mf

     
         

  
mf

 
3

             

      3 
3

                  

 
   

mf
            

  
mf

                    
mp

 

H84

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






    
mp

              

 
mp

            
3

   

   
mp

             

        
mp

             

                
3

     
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
3

  
mf


   

             
3

  

  
mf

  
3

 
                

3

      

   3   
mf

 


3

 
     

 
3

          


  
3

     
mf




    
    

  
mf

     
        

3

   
3

  
3



90
I

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






       
f

   
mf

       

  
f

  
mf


3

     
3

      

       
f

   
mf

      

        3         3  
f

    
mf

   

       
f

 
mf


3

      
3

        
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






 
3

       
mp

   
3

       

  
mp

   
mp

  
3

       
3

   

   
3

     
mp

        
3

    

              
mp

       3

   

 
mp

    
mp


3

          

96

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






  
3

     
p


p

         

  
p


p

                 

         
p
 

p
     

          
p

        
p

    

          
p

                    



13

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


99

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






              
mp

             

 
mp

             
p


pp

 

 
             

mp
         3  

              
3

   
mp

    

  
mp

      
3

       
p



102 








Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4/
Vla 2

Vla 1






    
p

 
pp

   

     

     
p

     
 

      
3

       
p


pp

  

    
pp

  
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



J Slower
q = 76105 



Vc 1

Vc 2





 
mf

(solo)
3

 
3

             
p


mf

     
3

     
p

 (solo)

mf

      
p mf

       
p





109 















Vc 1

Vc 2





  
mf

       
mf

 
3

   
f

     
p

 
mf



 
mf

        
mf

   
f

 
mf

 





114 















Vc 1

Vc 2





     3  
mf

 
3 mp

     
mp

      
mf


3

   
mp



       
mp

    
mf

   
mp







119 











Vc 1

Vc 2





  
3

       
3

   
3


mf

        
f

     

        
mfmf

  
f

   





124 







K

Vc 1

Vc 2





     
3

                     

           
mf

  3









15

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp






129 















Vc 1

Vc 2





  
mf

 
3

            
mf

       
mp



   
mf

          
mp

 

135 











Vc 1

Vc 2





 
mp

                  
3

  
3

     

      
mp

   
mp

     





141 











Vc 1

Vc 2





  
mp 3

       
mp

   3   
3

   
3

 
3

         

    
mp

        





145 















Vc 1

Vc 2





   
mp

3

  3

        
3

     
p
 3

  
[Allow time for
page turn]

  

 
mp

       
p

    
3  

pp

 


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







L
h = 52

150

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2


f

          
p

 (tutti)


f

 
3

  
3

 
3  3 

p

   (tutti)

f
         

  
f

          

155

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2

 
f

          

   
f

 
3

  
3

  3  3

  
p

 
f

      

  
p

 
f

       

160 M

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2

  
p

 
f

     

   3 
p

 
f

 3   3

       
p

  
f

 

      
p

 
f

     


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165

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2       

p mf
     

    3   
3 

p


mf

 3

 
3

            
p mf

 

       
p

 
mf

   

170

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2     

p
 

mp
   

   
3   

3


p

 
mp

 
3

          
p

  

        
p




mp



175

Vla 1

Vc 1

Vc 2

Db.






 
& 2 

pp
   

   
3


pp

   

      
pp

  

      
pp

 


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











N q = 76180 























h = 60

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2

Vc 1

Vc 2













   
f



    
f

   

    

    

    

    

 
(solo)

f


3

 
3

                
p



 
(solo)

f

        

183

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









                      
   

  
6

            
5

     

 
mf

      
     

f

     

      
mf



      


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188 O

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









     
mf

 

         

      
mf



               
    

       

  
f

    
6

            

193

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









       

 
mf

            

                  

    
mf

  

      
mf

 

 
5

            
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









        

               

             

              3 

               3

  
mf

   
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









       

               

              

 
5

             

  
5

           

        
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2

Vc 1

Vc 2













     
     
     
       

      
 

       


   
(q = 76)

f
          

    
(q = 76)

f

        











213 q = 76




















Q h = 60

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2

Vc 1

Vc 2












   
mf

    

    
mf

  

    
mf

    

     

     
mf

   

     

 
3

          (h = 60)  
 

      (h = 60)  
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









              

          

             

     
mf

  

            

   
mf

           

222

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









     
mp

  
5

     

      
mp



       
mp

         

          

          

  
         
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









              

          

          

   
mp

     

  
mp

               

   
mp

 
5

          

R
232

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









  
mp

             
5    

 
mp

      

 
  

mp
        

5

    

      
mp

      

        
mp

 

          
mp

  
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2

Vc 1

Vc 2













 
        

mp


      
mp


 
   

3

 
3

      

        
5

          

        

       
5

         3 

 
(q = 76) 

f

          
3

              

 
(q = 76)


f

           
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2

Vc 1

Vc 2













      
p



              
5

        
p

 

  
mp

           

 
  

mp
        

5

    

    
mp

        

 
3

        
mp

 

      
(h = 60)   

  
   

(h = 60)   
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Vln 1

Vln 2

Vln  3

Vln 4

Vla 1

Vla 2









 
      

        

 


5

p

              

 
   

3

 
p

3

         

 
5

         3 
p

3

        

     
p

   
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