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INSTRUMENTATION

piccolo {doubling school bell)
oboe
clarinet in Eb {(doubling soprano saxophone and clarinet in Bb)
bass clarinet
contrabassoon

horn in F (doubling whistle)
rrumpet in C {doubling whistle)
trombone
tuba

percussion (2 players)
bass drum, pedal bass drum, log drum, ram-tam, suspended cymbal,
10 or so tin cans (a wide range — the lowesr: dustbins, others: ghee, oil or paint tins},
2 temple blecks (high + low), claves, whip, 4 whistles, guero,
2 school bells (or any loud handbell — no specific pitch), crotales, 7 gongs:

g = PTET T

piano (doubling whistle)

cello
double bass

Percussion distributicin:

Player 1
bass drum (shared with player 2}, crotales,
10 or so tin cans, 2 temple Yldcks, gongs, whistle

Flayer2
tam-tam (shared with player 1), suspended cymbal (shared with player 1),
pedal bass drum (skured with player 1), guero,
log drumygclaves, whip, school bell

Score in C
Instrumentaiwarts available on hire from the publishers

PERFORMANCE NOTES

# = highest possible note
Double bass harmonics sound one octave lower than written

PROGRAMME NOTE

This is a short fantasy drawn from the music for In the House of Crossed Desires,
a chamber opera I wrote in 1995 with the author Marina Warner.
A clock chimes, a girl weaves her wedding dress from thistles and straw, a treadmill grinds,
someone falls downstairs and, in the dark, a donkey brays ...
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Written for the Brunel Ensemble

Music from a House of Crossed Desires
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