The Parliament of Angels

A concerto for eighteen inusicians

James Wood
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The Parliament of Angels was composed as a result of the 1993 Gemini Fellowship with funds
from the Gemini Foundation

Introductory Note

The Parliament of Angels was inspired by a series of fifteenth century
frescos in the crypt of Bayeux Cathedral depicting 'Musical Angels’, each of
whom is to be seen playing a different musical instrument. [ had the idea to
‘bring to life’ these characters and enable them to establish dialogues with
each other, to discuss, argue and debate.

Two things in particular interested me about the group of instruments
depicted - firstly that they were associated with very different musical
contexts (military music, dance band music, church music and so on} and so
probably would never have been heard playing together. Nevertheless I
could imagine that, were they to be introduced to each other, they might
very well have a great deal to discuss!

Secondly, whilst many of the instrugnients are the direct ancestors of many of
our modern instruments (such as rebec [=>violin], harp, bombarde [=>oboe]
and trumpet), others (such as the psaltery and the extraordinary rotta)
either died out altogether, or (a4 in the case of the cornemuse [=>bagpipe]
never became integrated inte'the modern orchestra. My idea was to try and
find modern counterparts {or all the instruments, even if, (as in the case of
the cornemuse and the rotta which play drones as well as melodies) two
musicians would be netessary to replace the original one. The diagram
which follows shows)how my final choice of instruments evolved out of the
original instruments in the frescos.

In the Crypt at Bayeux the frescos are to be seen adorning six pillars to left
and right of the small central aisle - this rather austere and ordered
arrangement suggested the left and right side of a parliamentary debating
chamber, and this gave me the idea of transforming these 'heavenly figures'
into politicians - correspondingly the musicians in my work are laid out in
two balanced groups to left and right of the stage. '

Finally, the aspect of 'time walking' (or looking back to the fifteenth century
in order, perhaps, to forsee an evolution in methods of sound production or
even new kinds of instruments) is presided over by the one sound common
to almost all ages - the church bell (whose sound is heard both in its natural
form as well as electronically treated), which represents the chairman (or
‘Speaker’) of the Parliament, and which attempts to maintain order in the
evolving debate.

James Wood
November 1995
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Instrumentation

Piccolo (doubling panpipes*)
Oboe
Clarinet 1 in Eb (doubling Bb and bass clarinet)
Clarinet 2 in Bb {(doubling bass clarinet)
Soprano saxophone (doubling baritone saxophone)

Trumpet
{(needs straight, cup and harmon mutes)
Tenor trombone
{needs straight, harmon and plunger mutes)
Tuba
(needs straight mute, also Acme 'Crow’ iiouthpiece and baritone sax mouthpiece)

Percussion 1

(See page 5 for instruments required)
Percussion 2

(See page 5 for instruments required)

Accordion (*)
Keyboard (triggering EMU e64 Sampler and TX802 Synthesizer)
Harp*
Cimbalom
Mandolin*
Guitar*

Cello*
Contrabass**

*these instruments should be amplified

**see notes on special tuning

Score in C
Keyboard and Contrabass parts appear in the score as sounding, but in the parts are transposed
as necessary.

Duration: 20 minutes approx.
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Percussion Instruments required

Percussion 1

Glockenspiel {with resonators and pedal)

be te b

Note: the handbells are mostly played in the conventional manner

P P
4 handbells % = 3 {one bell in cach hand), but it is occasionally necessary to be able

< " talay them down {or hang them up) whilst they are still vibrating,

and then strike them with a glockenspiel mallet (eg. bar 405).
1 crotale E {sounding 2 octaves higher)
*,
2 boobams T
K

Percussion 2

Vibraphone
e, 1
3crotales = | (sounding 2 octaves higher}
] [
Approx. pitches of instruments and notation for drum set-up
Surdo g
s c
Junior conga g & g
= @ = 5
Chinese tomtom: shape - {laid on felt support) E 2 2 e o
[ =
. 3 5 & s X E
Piccolo snare dtum £ A Y & 3 5
: : 3 3 & £ 5 0%
Mediurm woodblock g £ £ 2 2 % &
- w = = =)
. . = =
2 small burmese gongs {(from a gong chime) laid flat-on foam rubber = o hd & n
be /\
Log-drum (quite deep) . oA Y. . . . y r
pitch: |5 — T
2 anvils {or small thai gongs) laid flat on fozm rubber Y oo N
- Ve 1, P
notated: | —

Panpipes

iis
"

Note that the panpipes should be amplified, but not the piccolo, so cither the panpipes should be played from
a separate stand and position, or the sound projectionist should reduce the amplification to zere when the piccolo is playing.

Contrabass

The contrabass should be strung with the following strings:

I solo D string (sounding E) ' .
Il solo D string {sounding E) played:
HI normal A string (sounding A) . .
IV normal A string {sounding A) sounding: [FF= = =

- T

v

A

t
I
-~
T

Thus the instrument has two pairs of sympathetic strings, sounding a fifth apart - note that the score is notated
in sounding pitches {sounding an octave lower), but the part shows both the sounding pitches {upper stave)
and the scordatura pitches {lower stave). Often (especially in "col legno' passages), both of the sympathetic
strings are played simultaneously (therefore notated in parallel fourths)
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Electronics for the keyboard part

Equipment required

1 KX88 master-keyboard, with sustain pedal

1 TX802 Synthesizer

1 EMU e64 Sampler, with 32 megabytes of memory

1 Magneto Optical Disk Drive (eg Fujitsu) capable of accepting 230Mbyte Disks

Amplification

Mixing desk Inputs: 1 for TX802 (mono, mixed output}
4 for e64 (main/stereo + sub 1/stereo)
1 for panpipes
1 for harp
1 for mandolin
1 for guitar
totai: 9 inputs

Outputs*: 2 for all except e64 SUB 1 output (to amplifier 1)
2 for e64 sub 1 output (churchbell sounds) {to amplifier 2)
total: 4 outputs

2 amplifiers
4 speakers (or multiples)

The sounds coming out of the e64 SUB 1 outputs are churchbell sounds - these should be fed to a
separate amplifier and pair of speakers which shiould be positioned rather far back and high up. All the
other sounds (including the amplified instniments (panpipes, mandolin, guitar and harp) should be fed
to the main pair of speakers placed to left aiid right of the ensemble, as close to the ensemble as possible,
and (feedback permitting) as far to the rear of the ensemble as possible (eg. left speaker by percussion 1
and right speaker by tuba) - these sounds should be integrated into the live sounds as much as possible.

The overall levels of the keyboard aiwd the amplified instruments should be controlled at the mixing desk
in the hall - {the keyboard playersixbéuld not use a volume pedal).

Cartridges and Storage Systems

The TX802 needs a RAM4 Cartridge

The EMU e64 is loaded from a Fujitsu Magneto Optical Disk Drive, and needs a 230Mbyte Magneto
Optical Disk

(Both the RAM4 Cartridge and the MODisk are included in the performing material which is on hire
from the composer). Full instructions for loading the e64 are given in the keyboard part.

The set-up for the series of KX88-TX802-¢64 should be as follows:

D 1N MIAEQ OU1
TXB0Z
L | Mixing desk
I OUT
KX58 master keyboard M DATHAG AN OUT <081 OUT

EMU e6d
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Notation Symbols

I% (B) Quarter-tone flat

? (H) Quarter-tone sharp

Threequarter-tone flat

Threequarter-tone sharp

Third-tone sharper than given accidental
Two-thirds-tone sharper than given accidental

Third-tone flatter than given accidental

‘.d.“"‘"‘-\i‘-;"v

Two-thirds-tone flatter than given accidental
—~ (™) Bend the note downwards (upwards) gradually, over the whole duration of the note
{regardless of any tied extensions in the overall value) - wind players: do not change fingering

Jd 4 Wind: multiphonic (free} based on given pitch
{In the keyboard part in the score, this notehead indicates that the note triggers a pntch
other than that notated, or even a whole sequence}

Specific multiphonics

Oboe: Veale no. 126 (or just V.126) = multiphonic no 126 in:
‘The Techniques of Oboe Playing’ - Peter Veale/Claus-Steffen Mahnkopf {Birenreiter Verlag)

Clarinet: I* = Category [ multiphonic (here foutth in the list, see pp. 48, 49) in:
‘New Directions for Clarinet’ - Philiip Reyfeldt {(University of California Press)

Bass-clarinet: 1 = Type I multiphonic (contrai partials as in upper stave)
11¥ = Type Il multiphonic, here'no. 42 in the fingering chart in table 6 in:
‘New Techniques for the Bass Tlarinet” - Henri Bok/Eugene Wendel (Editions Salabert)

d Single-hand cluster .
j breathy (aeolian) sound, with pitch (wind)

M slap-tongue (saxophone)

H” Hauptstimme

N° Nebenstimme

5.v. senza vibrato

s.p. sul pont

m.s.p. molto sul pont

ric. ricochet
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