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Silvina Milstein

Psalm Concerning the Castle
high soprano, 2 clarinets, viola, cello & double bass

for Mary Wiegold’s Song Book
first performance: Mary Wiegold & the Composers’ Ensemble, 1996

duration © minutes

Psalm Concerning the Castle is a setting of a poem by Denise
Levertov. The introspective lines at the beginning and end of the poem (TLet
me be at the place of the castle. /Let the castle be within me ... Let that
country where it stands be within me, let me be where itis.") are setas very a
expansive vocalise. When the fantasy materialises into lush spaces abounding
in rich and vivid details, the setting turns first into a song-like arioso and
eventually into declamation. The continuous stream of symbols (the shells of
swimming turtles, green plumage of ducks, a dog, horsemen, archers, the
prince, the young queen and her child), steadily draws us deeper and deeper
into imaginary spaces. The final section is a rapturous avalanche of the early
stages of the fantasy, in which these 'spaces’ reappear in quick succession,
leading back to a repeat of the opening lines oi-the poem.

S.M.
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Psalm Concerning the Castle

me be at the place of the castle.

the castle be within me.

it rise foursquare from the moat's nng.

the moat’s waters reflect green plumage of ducks, let
the shells of swimming turtles break the surface or be
seen through the rippling depths.

horsemen be stationed at the rim of it, and a dog,
always alert on the brink of sleep.

the space under the first storey be dark, let the water
lap the stone posts, and vivid green slime glimmer
upon them; let a boat be kept.there.

the caryatids of the second siorey be bears upheld on
beams that are dragons.

the parapet of the cenital room, let there be four
archers, looking off do the four horizons. Within, et
the prince be at home, let him sit in deep thought, at
peace, all the windows open to the foggias.

the young queen ©it above, in the cool air, her child in
her arms; let herfook with joy at the great circle, the
pilgrim shadows, the work of the sun and the play of
the wind, et her walk to and fro. Let the columns
uphold thewoof, let the storeys uphold the columns, let
there be dark space below the lowest floor, let the
castle rise foursquare out of the moat, let the moat be
a ring and the water deep, let the guardians guard it,
let there be wide lands around it, let that country
where it stands be within me, let me be where it is.

Denise Levertov

© Denise Levertov

used by kind permission of Bloodaxe Books.
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