Two men meet, each presuming the other
to be from a distant planet

A concerto for percussionist and twenty-four instruments

James Wood
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Instrumentation

Flute (doubling alto flute and piccolo)
Oboe (doubling cor anglais)
Clarinet 1 in Bb (doubling Eb clarinet)
Clarinet 2 in Bb
Soprano saxophone (doubling baritone saxophone)
Bass clarinet (doubling clarinet 3 in Bb)
Bassoon

Horn
Trumpet
Tenor trombone
Bass trombone
Tuba

Keyboard 1 (triggering TX802 and TX16W)
Keyboard 2 (triggering TX802 and TX16W)
Vibraphone (doubling low tom-tom, 4 sets bamboos, ekpiri)
Harp

Solo percussion

3 violins

2 violas

2.cellos
bass

Notes

Horn needs straight mute
Trumpet needs straight, cup and harmon mutes
Tenor trombone needs straight and harmon mutes
Bass trombone needs straight mute
Tuba needs straight mute

Harp needs two plectra and two metal rods (or tuning keys)
Harp tuning: all C, A, F and D strings to be tuned down a quartertone
Ekpiri: kernel rattles, not too high-pitched

Solo percussionist needs a head-microphone for vocal amplification in the opening section.
The microphone may be discarded, if desired, at a convenient point after bar 20.

Score in C
Keyboard parts appear in the score as sounding, but in the parts are transposed as necessary.

Duration: 22 minutes approx.

Commissioned by the BBC for the 1995 Henry Wood Promenade Conceris
First performance. 1{ September 1995 by Steven Schick and Critical Band, conducted by the composer
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Suggested layout of performers
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*1 Left speaker: Ensemble
*2 Right speaker: Ensemble

(for amplification of keyboards and harp)

Exact positioning of these to be found by experiment, but should acknowledge
the left of centre position of ensemble relative to the soloist

* 3 Single speaker: Soloist (discreet amplification of soloist's voice via head-microphone)
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Instruments for Solo Percussion
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Electronics for the keyboard parts

Equipment required

Keyboard 1: 1 TX802 Synthesizer
1 TX16W Sampler, with all three possible EMM15 Expansion Memory Modules

Keyboard 2: 1 TX802 Synthesizer
1 TX16W Sampler {(no EMM required)

Both keyboards should be 88-note, velocity-sensitive master-keyboards {eg. KX88).
Keyboard 1 needs 30 Programme Change buttons, Keyboard 2 needs 16 Programme Change buttons.

Amplification

Small mixing desk Inputs: 1 for TX802.1 {mono, mixed output)
1 for TX16W.1 (mono, mixed output)
1 for TX802.2 {(mono, mixed output)
1 for TX16W.2 (mono, mixed output)
1 for harp ‘
1 for soloist's head-microphone)
total: 6 inputs

QOutputs: 2 for Ensemble amplification
(see Suggested layout of performers)
1 (or 2 if desired) for Soloist (vocaijemplification
total: 3 (4) outputs

Head-microphone for soloist's voice (first section only)
Microphone for harp
3 (or 4) speakers

The overall levels of the keyboards (and of harp and ssloist's voice) should be controlled at the mixing desk in the hall

Diskettes and Cartridges

Each TX802 needs a separate RAM4 Cartridge
TX16W#1 needs two Diskettes (ZMEN 1.1 and 1.2); TX16W#2 needs one Diskette (ZMEN 2.1)
The TX16Ws also need a Typhoon Operating System Diskette

All Diskettes and Cartridges are available on hire (together with the performing material) from the composer.

Full instructions for loading the TX16Ws are given in the keyboard parts.

The set-up for each series of KX88-TX16W-TX802s should be as follows:

MIDI IN MIXED OUT |
TX802
]
jon |
o,
S
Mixing desk
MIDI OUT MIDIIN MIDITHRU  MIXED OUT

~ KX88 master keyboard ‘ TX16W
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Notation Symbols

Microtones

1 b
g &
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Other symbols

General
H— |
N' |

~ ()

Strings

SV,

s.p.
m.s.p.
s.t. (tasto)

h.g.

ric. {nat.)

col leg. ric.
1/2 col leg. ric.

Strings and Harp

f
:

Wind

Cgq X—

3

@

Quarter-tone flat
Quarter-tone sharp
Threequarter-tone flat

Threequarter-tone sharp

Approx. eighth-tone sharper (flatter) than given note (used in Microxyls)

Hauptstimme

Nebenstimme

Bend the note downwards (upwards) gradually, over the total duration of the note

(wind players - do not change fingering)

senza vibrato
sul pont.

-molto sul pont.

sul tasto

harmonics glissando

ricochet (naturale): i.e. with bow-hair

col legno ricochet: i.e. with the wood of the bow
ricochet with both hair and wood of the bow

highest possible(fiote

lowest possible note

breath sound (without pitch)

breathy (aeolian) sound (with pitch)

like a ricochet

multiphonic (free) based on given pitch

Bass clarinet multiphonics - see Henri Bok/Eugene Wendel 'New Techniques for the Bass Clarinet

14 Type I multiphonic {control partials as shown on the upper stave)
II Type Il multiphonic, here no 42 in the fingering chart in table 6

Clarinet multiphonics - see Phillip Rehfeldt 'New Directions for Clarinet’

I Category I multiphonic (see pp. 48, 49), here the fourth in the list

Keyboards

J single hand cluster
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