THREE MODAL DANCES FOR
CLARINET QUINTET

1. Lebe_'nstanz '

2. A Sad Pavane For These Distracted Times
{In memoriam L.S.)

3. Cossacik Dance

Commissioned by the'Lydian Stir'ir‘tgr Quiﬁtet with Nick Turner.

Funds provided by Yorkshire & Humberside Arts Board.

PAUL ROBINSON

February 1996
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Programme Note

This is a set of three dance like pieces in a quick- slow - quick
arrangement. The first is a tightly sprung 3/ 4 piece organised
along Medieval isorhythmic lines, each player (except the cello
who keeps the isorhythm going) taking a short solo in turn.
The second movement starts and ends with slow 'barless’
penitential music and is animated in its centre by an
intensifying semiquaver texture that eventually subsumes all
but the claninet.

Having learned that the clarinet player with the ensemble that
commissioned the work (the Lydian String Quartet) also
played sax, the last movement gravitates towards jazz
inflected music. The basic material is borrowed from the
overture of a score I was commissicried to write for a silent
film (Arthur Robison's "Warning Shadows"). This pounding
circus music in straight 4 time is offset by highly syncopated
variations. The only similaritir-of this piece to the Brahms
Quintet in B minor (that I knew would be present in the same
programme as my work) is the return of a passage in
Messiaen's Mode 2 heard in the first movement but appearing
here in 4/4.

Paul Robinson
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