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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubling piccolo)
Oboe
Clarinet in B

Bassoon (doubling Contrabassoon)

Hornin F
Trumpet

. Trombone

Percussion (2 players)

Player 1: Marimba (shared with 2), Crotales (2 octave chromatic set),
Tubular bells, 2 Triangles (small and large), 3 Suspended cymbals (small,
medium and large), Large suspended Chinese cymbal, Tam-tam, Bass
drum, Bongos (pair)*, 3 Congas, 2 Turmkas, 2 Tom toms, Maracas
(pair), Vibraslap, Anvil (large - or meeal'bar)

Player 2: Marimba, Vibraphone, [di-)at, Side drum, Pedal bass drum,
5 Temple blocks, Whip, Guiro, Sleigh bells, Referee’s whistle

Piano (doubling Celesta)

2 Violins
Viola

Cello
Doublebass

* Bongos, congas, turnbas and tom toms form a continuous scale from
smallest bongo to largest tom tom.

Instrumental parts available on hire from the publishers

Scorein C
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

# = Y% tone sharp
w = weak, unaccented beat
/ = strong, accented beat (should sound like a downbeat)

Much of the plece is based around the superimposition of different metres in several tempi
simultaneously; in order to make this feature clearly audible accented notes should be
emphasised. In the following passages all the parts are of equal importance: Bars 1-34,
82(end)-86, 296-304, 355-403

Accidentals apply throughout the bar; they are sometimes repeated for clarity. The
instrumental parts contain all accidentals except for immediately repeated notes to aid reading,

JA

PROGRAMME NOTE

The title is the Russian for ‘round dance’ and refers to a category of melodies celebratory in
character, whose most obvious feature is their limitation to a small group of pitches (often just
three or four) which are cycled rouna‘and round in ever-varied rhythms. Although Khorovod
does not quote any Russian, Turkish, Romanian or Lithuanian melodies of this type, about
twenty of them were used as madels for melodic writing in the piece. Khorovod is primarily
melodic; most of the harmony ¢esults from sustaining notes of the melody, or from sustaining
its harmonics. These subsequently form the basis of new melodies, and so the process continues.

Khorovod avoids transitions, consisting in the main of a sequence of dances at various tempos
shunted against one another; they are also frequently supenmposed at different speeds and
metres, 5o that the texture is often multi-layered. As the composing progressed, references to
other folk traditions popped up increasingly, and thus the final result incorporates references
to Spanish folk music and some material closer to home.

The seven main sections of the piece form a tonal arc, moving away from and back to C, the
home note of the piece. The main idea of the work was to build up a series of complex
unpredictable textures out of the simplest and most familiar musical material - octaves, diatonic
scales and triads.

Kboraz;ad 15 dedicated to Oliver Knussen.
JA
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Sfor Oliver Knussen

Khorovod

for fifteen players
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[2)

% =
-

[7)

Ob.

ClL - x
¥ ¥ = =
C.Ba. = —F =
= W E
] = .
i
5 v ¥
== o
Hn. |l = =
A
Tpt. = — =
(]
o, [EE =
hard Vibe sticks __}y N 5 N \
. 3 = TJ > | 5 J}.’ 1 g_? JL] = -
Perc. 1 Ch.C i i
} ), z . M
i ¢ 7 . a 4 T
S sempre
[S.D.Jrimshot |
= ‘h .h b 0o .J
Perc. 2 T34 4 - A | BN I 0 - = J 1
3 L 3 o
v i Pedal Bags Drum _E' =

il
| ;ﬂ
0

Y,
1%

Py
N

f
¥ ¥ = ——F= ; =5
B T B - B

{J = 100, not slower)

=d

|
et
|
a il
- OJ.H.n
A
Paiig

Presto brutale (] =80, not slower): grotesque and violent (in 1)
a]ntalone

r /) Rten. Hrttﬂ. Ien,
Vin. 1 ¥ = i s e [ T
B e R S =
v o v
B ﬁ.l. =3 bid LE I #a -_‘f_.}}q 4 4 ' ol Iy 4
men. n ten.
| p—] I T y
Vin. I [ = = ==t SE====
- - 5 - Ty i — - £
- & Ha =1 W ":.. i ﬁ. 2 4 i " ﬁ s

* M IEN. > > Ten. .
= T T o T 1A = | v ¥ T 1 Y ) LA v
. =SS SSSiSS s = SE=Ss ==
Giid FF
izz, pizz, .
P (damp) aKe ¢ (damp) P arcop (damp) n (sim.)
Ve. Ee—————— = — = % F——F
=3 = > Y
F o= ‘[f ? ?L
Fid
9 9 @ @ ]
Db. - S — — 3 = ¥
* =X = i= ﬂ;
JF sempre, secco poss. s, *Viola: §: about Ya-tone sharper than violins

Note for the conductor: The percussion and low instrumental punctuations should cut through the melody on violins/viola and they should be dynamically reduced to accommodare ir.
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