This work for French Horn in 7 and Piano develops themes

from a Music- Theatre piece "THE ORFORD MERMAN", which I wrote

in 1988. The present work is /B series of free variations.

I had in mind not so wmuch the mysterious East Anglian Merman
this time, as Sinbad's- alarming tormentor, or the 0l1d Man who
wrestles with Odyaseus in the Odyssey: a shape-changer who is

as changeable and demanding as the Sea itself,

The piano score shows the Horn part untransposed.

The few unusual notations are fully explained in the Horn part.

© 1989 Ju[ia (Jsher
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THE OLD MAN OF THE SEA
VARIATIONS ON THEMES FROM ‘THE ORFORD MERMAN’

BY Julia Usher

1st performance

The Orford Merman’ is a remarkable 13th century folk legend, set in the
small medieval village of Orford close to Aldeburgh in Suffolk.

In 1988 I composed a music theatre piece to explore the legend, which
was haunting me,

A fisherman trawls up a weird creature in his net, half-man, half fish.
A series of characters: lord, soldier, doctor, priest - examine him and
decide he is not human. The lord of Orford Castle orders him hung
upside down by his heels; and then released back into the sea. Later,
he returns to land of his own free will.

In my version of the story, the Merman bacomes more and more
human the more his tormenters show their inhumanity to a foreign
presence. I was fascinated that the Merman returns deliberately - and
I could only conclude that the Wild Man was unable to evade his
humanity. The Fisherman shares & crust of bread with him.

The work received two perforimances in 1989, at the Greenwich and
Arundel Festivals, with Michagl Finnissy conducting his ensemble Focus.
Malcolm Sinclair as actor / gihger playing all the parts, and Matthew
Hauxwell dancing and miming the siient Merman. His "voice” was
represented by a french horn. For the rest of the text, I built up a
poetic libretto from vocabularies of words relating to the social status
of each person in that period of middle english - not using the old
words, but the modern English words which derived from them! This
was a very interesting task.

After the performances, I did not want the piece to vanish; and so [
wrote these variations on the main motives, harmonies and pitch
fields, scoring again for the french horn as the Merman’s voice.
However this time I was also thinking of that other myth, the Old Man
of the Sea, Procrustes, who tortured every man he met to fit his
uncomfortable bed.

This piece, The Old Man of the Sea, has just been included in the
syllabus for the new Performers’ diploma for the Associated Board.

Julia Usher, October 2000


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

(untmnsloosed)

All«@ro

o I m—

, 292 -t very f-rcc,iifcz A cadenza

—
1

HornN

ﬁ?h’
chL

=
Fd

1)
4} = .‘? —_—— P = ? %
PiaNO ‘4 fz | =
. . | | S )
%tr = Y fhe=—— 3 =AY

—_—

rq,spi:\é Ecoow:;e. .

ra
r— o

>=ﬂ’§ 2 Jc

b

u

Rt

|

v bto»gue.

) TV - | B
£ (P | £5
Y :%-ff_?*—'?:i‘é, —3—
/ P ‘\""_'“/_l Tk

: =2 =k =5
G Sl 0L KL ——
it " p £ . - ~ AT TN
e )
. _Lertol o
5 S== :
i -
— n ol : P
{l’"‘ P.. t L%;/__-—_—h_-‘\.-{ 1 N
4' ~r 5 °F ; _3_,b MPT\_/
b 4 J— ﬁ'} ¢ | —= b i foe
Fo—r — =53 e T e e
3 —_ ¥ S T N,
P A P l B'm-.H N
P /N



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

— cadenza-like, ivvequlay gre----1
T ——eTTTTTN —
~ oo et o i
b b ) = — =
[ o 3 / j- =1
n > TN

X _JL T i - oI

M — -#':—1$ = —
g 4o~ A ) P _
3 attacea_—1 » 15 rasp .. 4 "’.ﬂ:.c
e el ol
SETN S N 1 B | =
$238" =15 - | Tak =7 1,

T b> b r)l —>_.' [ /- !
ﬁﬁ*—p’#ﬁlﬂf I N N, s A e —
= o e s o B B R

- i f—-'_ ——\_l oco -S S
f -JLI:"‘ ? .h.ﬂ- > \,‘f lrf ’\\ N M Ij’l
T =T % A N AN s

P T > — -I- ' '

. . 1 . /'.\ - r i
eyt '*fﬁ_»’t—; ‘*E_b_e_?—*p——EE
= i S —m——— = o L l =
gve__l S — ' Ion SDWGV rq.u.
f{-‘ q_.l = ) 1’/ = }‘fv = : ‘-}AEI
S
Iy F ke N N
] IOH I e .
#%] ﬂ °T’7Mr3"'_} FLACE e
I L SR
e ==
slowav F
“f'" ]

I:_____l : IIA Lol == — — ]

— \?ﬁa“‘_ j,;g

Py 1 F

R



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

e L'- b
— P .Y kWY —
LA T P 'l - F inat 4 H f i | hy | Fd -
F LV i 5 | S —_ | 7 T l?} E}
_IL - < b W —

E’E —3_.¢
7 Allegro Modermto s
% — e, 4 N jb_-! A
= == = = == ===
, { be £ % ﬁb;: , H M:
= ' = =2 Ry
: N Vi £ _5__ / P ™
P 30 T wf

= - 4 T X
"_w’—_h —— - T N : /“ :—_—4‘ & : ﬂ‘
7 - -\... :’: T:'/
2t 1h
$ve I


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

poce accel

- 3
= T M. ] —T |
+ . 66—+
: crvesSc :; ). !
/..---"'"_"‘-\ ]

Subito Adfj"‘-" J=%6 Ancova. a tempo 4792
‘ E=—=——== ==
:>~//‘f2‘/‘ ’Mj, nar o aiUlERg [;f:‘- 8ve---4°
‘ }J_ J_ 2 knsys—w—“'-—/_’_\
o = , —1 1
. - —o PR it Y
EX I IR + T
F\D, e Piad 7.2 b
/ L= = o
brcw,{a I >
~3 N 5 v 13
i = I beasch
e /S‘Q- ~ 7
>
VRN P o A
* lll' ] = ‘l
=" = T ' >
flf'\ I !‘1 b! e p— f_// 5-'1'
A A~ )
=
- >
. .:Q:- 4 j’ ‘_>m;_ﬁ ) , N _——-*'I ..
> 8vem oo >>]° > >
2 li #> z 8\’61 #
$El friy ¢ = P
?E t f’.%‘aj L‘ “. F]
536C 28 M —3—
et b ’F: : KT
5 ? L? L i



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

;ﬁ /'\l _ o . p ‘-"ﬁ'—t
%; v —— ” ) i -E —:h_& it
v Sf:. “"’F ) ._T_IS Poco j’ | ot
fen ) | —
p //._\- AN — s = !3 .
{\‘1 -? - 15 /_'r' z; ‘7 ‘?:}"g— ! — I.f' 1
'3 LR o “ND  Subdwed, 2
5 T A e BT
ottt o —4h——F
- ++
ySieb A
_ /“"\ e _ \' % HRQLL J)_'_‘!' :
=+ F— === — g+ = = 2L ;:
MJ. JC b "
e _ ety ) D,
{L‘J )6 ,,7 '*-f ] = — ﬂ - = { ’-r ~ - :
N Tie = | 12 | / onorﬁ/
m— B — :
Srawnul A SIS -

%‘ Faster.--- Molto F\,O\,UV > j: |
N 3 P
, b b_%_i | Ay ~
== S s -

‘Tm 3' 1 jbf—

l £\ -'F A d —t — m
/
e Molto Cantabile D80

E": ﬁi -....- —-ﬁ - - - ::\_/j_;'
7 - ] B, Ji 3 :
3. 7 ==t



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Alleqro  }=uz
%‘ 50 f\ n_j - L ‘-...-
; i q,m ] p== -
W% \J' 3
S ——
é- 1- "\Lj-\-_f‘* f-) ; _3_ T b!‘“‘bu
S beé-g : = 2
5 Y / - W ‘-f\._./ 1 Y53
> ‘5’? 55
% % =! 7 = ? =
TheiSi - -
nCi1Srv g :. gve, ______ ‘ b N 8\!9__—_?/_&.]\
£ _* <+ | b —
r{;‘i i 1‘::; b.: - :
Tz Y (G P 6 ==
K Jl#e, o J’*.M“:-‘ i
== == S —_— o~ i —=
TR s RS S
BTN Ny S —
= = e : £
Eve - - - -- oS 3 3 3 M B

: . be - < T ve |
br‘j‘lxti- % % #: TN > 1 l b :
s —r— e b

I 0 —— /_\ 3 F 3 ¥ 6' g lTk—

A LN - -
AWy Sl S A
48— v?d' "_ r ] — - ? ?- S | q' F o A

v — $lob— . —
.’-j‘ h — $ 60 ——— \ 1
L_/g T+ L;‘.'/’, * =
A
2 [ M
+ 3 Fe N 3 |
' C— e —
ﬁ b : Py ;ﬂ PL. = N
2 P® 7 i i 7 va



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

£3
15 % — z
j': = = r R— ==
-
65 FREE
i -
- JE I e A
'E;L-{ C'r_"'
Z. +
I ;T' r‘—::__-—?v :::—- —~———
T rg 4 ——
(_,_.3..---' ,_.___"“__./
%ﬁn:l : =55 4 -
7 | Fluer 4 LFl4 2 —

b

o o~
rmf #_2
Eo—= b..E: o —
W‘i—, Pega‘j \I_,/ T Te— —
fully stopped _
} J I/'$ > My —
p ’
/-'"'_‘—"----....______3__ — e
e —
= = S ——
v T —
y_/



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

[

. 3 D
e > g Mte“"j— 3 b 3 JC
4 4 3 D
10y e t  S— ———— i
I / s
- co!::awte \ ;‘f ﬂ7_ -
ey l7-+ L L ?f N 7 e -
erratiC
= T - e
=T N L o
_‘I'_-[_L 2 > '1" cresc JC Biwf - - b LriEEJ
ik P == i}
T 72 | _=F LV
; = -
~ & rem— _ £+
——Reid—Are—rcoPeS—imwrio hedad =
{
O P PN
< ___be . :% (Y
% — =
Li
Slow, /bé‘ I ,L 8ve-- 7 PP ad tb Fep
ad I'b piE- & b3k —

£ !
— R{f!cotive
ten o)
; QL—J- EDIY \
I‘IL < ,ﬂl P"—" '———Eg \\\
i 7 S
= hn & cOrda T

P



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

J276

A[(ejro, poco schevyzo e
5 NI ) : =52
I 73 £ =
Gt
-o-/l:-\h’-'-
e —— 35
L Lig 25t _ IP -
-‘_’-l'- r 1 _%' T
) =
TR~ S
75 el Wﬂ*” .f?,_f'f - = Fo e
o t - | b e ] Senza Sorel ) %l
T o) "’\ be »f he
e e e e - i et
J oL _6_ ‘M' T
1-?-\-'”‘?/ =l I\fmjl e 3 .[\ J(. b 3o Pt
TS ! :j'rﬁ — - Pv:'; .: ‘f q_b‘r ot P 9 | P :‘.:l’ p— % {‘J
J’We codeP\_—/ __:/ | S3 L :‘%‘; .
2 ~3> » | e
b e _beprie
tEhs T T . ’
- . o
:@E‘ _? ' o _— 2 ==
s 6 4 =
1tl?,-:.\ oy \} f\\z’ ‘J\ i r\-ﬁ: 7 1 b i
AL - fL b — = — lﬁ !-/ 7 Fi
; ATe,mto b
r > )3 — .
o e F Ly - L EEm o
j_ TR > 8\;3 Iﬂ: Sye. ” f Bim ::e
> — Vi
, T A A .Y
Z 2 5 i v 1 .
] z o S : —~——H
T LTEF Lo u
Wile S| B SV RO - & S
A

10



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

=i £

= — —
SR =] Jve----- b

> T /H£ . b’b : ' EiE.

\ T | L P N Pb

===SS=.S===== s SESS
EME PL\T \—b/ a )

PIANO  CADENZA
bt

> >
a8 T T v

3 HE ias —
ﬁ% F A

i = % EE T o :-#‘c —_— !’;}/ <
. *3 —_ o 5
LLJU;U F&dﬁi[é«d - J Rve el

m .
4 ¥ E‘ % i 7PN
: =

IP\ #' ’ d o -'_ i [ | !‘
= e === F=
p E be
ul A A |
CADENZA
HORN B #’t, __» = be t,/\ ~ 5}»:\, Q
T }}u.‘:. p.'F—’:-T?_#.A
* Jr 3 [ [ 1[[? . Sima ? 1?]]11 41 T]‘I + 1
TN T T T
sl = == e —
| X It ofe
’al - 2 ﬁn B_:,-_.&_
~ = F— a2~
> X See preface 7 a5 |l


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

hJC S~——" b . = R —j'\fj‘ =

‘/_6_ r‘:‘ﬂT b ;\&
J\)C?eymte ' ‘ >_:'7_\

= jg i o4 g &2 S TR E:

- %\___,% - - - #%u i'
ey =, L
/A UNCIILIE SRS DA
T ) B ? -~
T [ fe T het by P2 E g bj, R
_\.L;‘- 7 HT— 5 : P — .'/; %/

£ | EL’T\—/ | P

-9 % :#'i - accel . N

{14
~
I
R
=
-
-
"‘E; \
\
)

N
aL

,
i

Broad, allaramndo _ ten .~ , * 2

— — - 3 -
%;|g£¢ il
N Al —

53:_";_% SIS
=i
l - - ?oco Crese

12



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

VWJ furee, but let left hawnd imj notes \]Corw\. a.eraSe. .

v — N > o~
tfﬁ?’f%“ babtheys ¥ /e T AR

= 2 7 y -+
: . 2 : S £
a2 = - —
v F ?@?:d 3 hP
= 4 e, N~
—o= e — {-rl 1 ﬁ!
P witl, peda—[ :HF
- - - - - - - - /-'\
Oy _o_}? *+HT"E 4t e %h, + ‘:%:
:
V = : :
Pr :

= II A7 1 _! F ]
-
= Y
: /J be < AN s 2id A
= 4 e = —— j: &) : =
H'OR.N SOLO L%to’ Fl/ge . \

== e

- #-—' -

F

’ - 4 |4
MF) --—’._."__"'f > \____./3‘—-../.-_-:: T r°"°j>fFP

o
k'

1
]

D 2 - —— N} I - H. ". ’ .
j__’ 1 - i :

PEP S=p—pp

13


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

ﬁ‘ —T— == ol
._:?P PP —0--4‘ . 1.74 A
- o > = .;4 >
P "  —
= = =t
P
) 95
P
N
o) ! N 7
7 Jl" = - —
B 1' 47 T i Be
- YN 5
I F———%— z
T e P e
' X 80 Aati | )
% = = = ‘}_.:f-%-. i EE==
LA e ¢ =
N ///T—;--“‘hm\ _ .
% = Fe—— — ——T=%
P S by e ES 5 L)
Fa ng""""' 1 _ _ - F{\J
—/ Ayt — ra —w
bo__

Pix Masso g e Lo
I __-—F,— 'l'i q; Iy ’?.E— gh l%—.. giiﬂ—-—:—b.-
._./‘ "-_:_} 33_, ._;" 8\'6'1 i e
N~ AL % bi‘ Lf
- T'.b{H_—,E..‘_ ,I¥ = : - i = e S W o
~ = 4 t—2— = 7 '

L, ,qﬂl———o—ms ﬂ‘-ﬁsl’f SN Y *wg”s =i

e ———p i ==t ? = |
SZammms an. S iase 56 : = -
AN R S 3 -

A t P



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

===, ] h‘l = S
c L Be el @r/ﬁ-_-#“-__i'f:ﬁi"’
1 >(—'-. qe_""i;;l
b e T
o == oty e A by —
G bt = 4 6o A
- > TN —
l g T pl _ I !’i#bp' TS%Z (-
——F5 — e o
d H‘LI " r —
#3
L . ! A
" = = 2 = = #{,t__:-
TH = S
e J ;ﬁt_‘!:E:::" *E L be A~
¥ == ..‘::-'ii 2=—- 3 ﬁ. N
3 el 3 -
L=l Fiss7y =
Ill’l :'1" Lh i d - :‘1'1_:. 1 4 N
e PSR e
P A
a tempo
) P 3 J— -
= e Si=—=
T F = D ¢ X 5. &
L4 k/-" : p LJ 4
{ —_——
& PIYS = N 1
] bmf ] )
|’rJl — ‘? '!-'VW-E’_‘;- -
= C
N ) 115 — o
= = _' e <= =r=N
' S NRAR 2 )iianine
e , e 3L
e e e = =
ol "'IV-. —
5 2 T
P J 1 g o W 3 i
o33 t—e P = =
SO’elMl‘\l l\l—/
bmm\:y P _btna corde _J

15


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

%5 = —— =F = ot =
T ~ N o |
b BN T
i r_ .‘_? i %’ ‘? 1=
3 i Ii\-....-/ :
]) ————T V\'\.P o~ >— F' S—1
o — \ | 1 i y e :
Y j‘ q 1 ] # 5}. ?'
=o —93 = =
qu¥ \—r/-o- N F'Zru/
120 — <ol i | Y T
" 99 do ’Z‘-—:“E! 2 A= I 1
= ' a4 Ty + F + & +4
L w5, orped
— — : 3 bl
s s e e b e e =
3 ¥ B W Zr
| X ' .
O i = ==
o —— - i
A = 7
- la m as before
aparlands ol n . e .
e —— SSZEST =
= |/ V ' ."AP ) ¥ )
m \_//«L,_\ 8ve.
%_C,w ?.v_e A;E X
col Favte f — Mp N —————

less and less pitched —> unvoiced
RUENE !

T

1 |
rd Fi

1 oL
Ly
PP FPP
5
‘f} 75

_,\//,\L%\_/

. Sirthan, 0o 5


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp



