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Commissioned by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and funded by the
Borough Council, Southern Arts, and Hampshire County Council.

It is sometimes said that composing has become too casy; that “anything goes™.
It is a plausible vicw, but no more than that. It is easy to produce something
worthless. But producing work of real character remains remarkably difticult.
And the more expericneed we become, the more we trust in the struggle to “get
it right”™. There are new freedoms, certainly. There are also new disciplines.

The prospect of writing a concerto for Hurdy-Gurdy, Percussion and Chamber
Orchestra was both alarming and appealing. Fhere were no precedents. This
alarming/appealing sense of freedom was picely counterbalanced by all the
restrictions normally associated with a cormimission. Whether or not “anything
goes”, it remains true that composers thrizz on restrictions. The drone of the
Hurdy-Gurdy may seem inhibiting; in‘ractice, it offers a challenge that fully
engages the imagination. With such-anunusual medium, there s an occasional
twinge of doubrt that everything wilVwork precisely as planned. In the end, one
has to trust in onc’s judgement,.and hope thar one’s particular strengths as a
composer will carry the day!

As yet, the work bears no dedication. There are so many individuals and
organisations whose contmbutions merit acknowledgement: Roger Watson of
Traditional Arts Projelts; who had the original idea for the concerwo, and
Andrew Burn of Béuinemouth Orchestras; Basingstoke and Deanc Borough
Council, who commissioned the concerto to celebrate Music Matrers, the firse
community music week in Basingstoke, Peter Bolton of Southern Arts, and
John Borteley of The Anvil. In the end, the principal beneficiaries of a
composer’s gratitude are the performers: ar the first performance on 14 May
1994, these were Nigel Eaton, Evelyn Glennie, the Bournemouth Sinfonicea,

and conductor Martyn Brabbins.
HOWARD SKEMPTON

Instrumentacion: 1 flute, 2 oboes, 2 basoons, 2 horns, timpani, strings.

Duration: 20"
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