memory places
for fl(picc.),cl(bass cl.),vin and cello

Katharine Norman

In the Renaissance period there was a revival of a maemonic sysiem known as the Art, or Theatre, of Memory. A
speech or incantation could be memorised by mentally envisaging a building, either known or entirely imaginary. In
roomns within the building, termed *memory places’, one would place symbols, or 'memory images', chosen to
conjure up aspects or even single words of the text. On a simple level, for instance, the image of a sword might be
used to prompt the memory of a sentence concerning war. But the images could become very complex and ornate as
one symbol was attached to another. The text could then be remembered at will by travelling through the rooms of
the imaginary building, picking up the images, and their associations, €n ronte.

I found the Art of Memory an attractive idea because, as a composer, I'm obsessed with the building and sharing of
*castles in the air’, aural edifices with their own “rooms"; chunks of time filled with images in sound. I looked on this
piece as a succession of rooms or ‘memory places’, passages of music in strict tempo altemating, and subsequently
coinciding, with others in free tempo during which individual players place a musical image. But [ was also thinking
of the way in which performers are “placed’ in the world of a piece of instrumental music; inhabiting it, adding to it
and ‘remembering’ it for both composer and listener.

Programme note © Katharine Norman

Memory places © Novamara Music
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