ANDREW TOOVEY

TOUR MOUTH

FOR VIQLA AND PERCUSSION

DURATION 12 MINUTES

Your Mouth for vicla and percussion was commissioned by tThe Young Concert
Artists Trust especially for Jane Atkins and Richard Benjafield. The piece is
in five short and contrasting movements - 1, 3 and 5 are fast and loud, 2 and
4 are slow, soft and more melancholy. The ideas and material used in each
movement are obsessively Ilimited and extreme. In all the movements the
percussion instruments are used to either emphasise the vicla line, or echo
it, suggesting harmonies. The percussion instruments used are vibraphone
{bowed in movement 4) gato drum (a small box with ‘*tuned' slats of wood)},
whistle, pedal bass drum, and a Tibetan ceremonial 'singing' bowl, which is
used for meditative rituals in Buddhist ceremcnies.

I choose the structure of separate movements (rdather than my usual single span
movement structure), because I wanted the'lidea of strong individual identity
{rather like setting a sequence of different, poems). The title 'Your Mouth'
stems from this idea as though each , swiovement were a setting of wordless
poetry, the mouth unable to articulate in ‘@ound, but only make shapes, perhaps
showing a glimpse of emotional intensity.

IX5T PERFORMANCE

SANE ATKINS AND RICHARD BENJAFIELD PURCELL ROOM 13 DECEMBER 1993

PERCUSSION : Vibraphone {(with bow), Gato Drum, Tibetan ceremonial 'tuned’
bowl, pedal bass drum and whistle.
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