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BASED ON WRITINGS BY LU HSUN

MUSIC, JULIA USHER

HOPE'S PERPETUAL  BREATH.

PROJECTED LENGTH: 20  MINUTES
SCORING: Flute, Clarinet, Cello, Harp, Perc, Tenor (actor), Dancer

In the two texts | have chosen, the Chinese writer Lu Hsun looks
back on his life with regret; for the -nassing of youth, and the ex-
tremes of feeling, hope and despair, ne¢ is existing in & grey world of
tranguil emptiness. He has lost his)own youth, end {s disillusioned
with the passivity he feels all sground him.

“ But why is it now so“lonely? Is it because even the
youth outside me has departed, aend the young people of the
world have all grown .0'd?

He remembers vividly  flashes of his earlter protesting , striving
youth-

..My heart once overfiowed with sanguinary songs,
blood and iron, fire end poison, resurgence and revenge. ~

These flashbacks are recreated by the dancer. He recrestes the
imaginative, romantic images of & young man:

"t thought that the youth outside me still existed: stars
and moonlight, limp fallen butterflies, flowers in the dark-
ness..."

Hope in the future then was still & shield against the sanse of emptiness
which threatened to invade his spirit . He looks back now on hope as another
delusion, a vanity,

He has rejected hope, and faces only lonsliness.

The work closes with an alternative vision of Hope.
“Hope connot be said to exist, or not to exist . it is just like roads
across the earth. For the earth had no roads te begin with, but when
many peopie pass one way, & road is made.”
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This idea, that the hopeful path is built by the patient efforts of ordinary
people establishing a road , one step at & time , is recreated theatrically:

The dancer and the singer will be involved in the careful placing
of a group of (white) stones ; at first set down randomly during the
piece; but later laid into the suggestion of a road shape. This road
will be revealed at the end of the piece, perhaps by ultraviolet
light.

This idea brings together both the Zen idea of mindful action; and of the
work of the English environmental sculptor Richard Long, who explores the
mindful carrying and erranging of stones into patterns to explore order and
meening discovered in the landscape.

INSTRUMENTATION Percussfon List:

flute (doubling alto) 3 Gongs, one deep

Tem Tem (opt)

Clarinet (doubling bass)

Cello 3 (Chinesa) Toms
Harp Large Drum
Percussion Bell Chime (Mark Tree)
Tenor . Chinese Bell string

Wind Chimes
Dancer. Shell Chimes (opt)
. SUSDBHGEU Cgmbal
The score is untrbnspnsm. 2 small Clashed Chinese
cymbals

CONVENTIONS  (NOTATION)

-indicates a note that fades to nothing, and reemerges.

-Conductor's cued dewnbeat, uscually following
free section.

Rests and silences are particularly important in this
piece. Players and the singer should cultivate an atmos-
phere of ° listening™, to a pervading silence.
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TEXT by Lu Hsun

Edited by Julia Usher
HOPE ! Hope~  Hope.

My heart 15 extraodinarily lonely.

But my heart is very tranquil, void
of love and hate,

joy and sadness, colour and sound.

I am probably growing old

Is it not a fact  that my “hairis turning
white?
ls it not a fact _ that my hands are
trembling?

Then the hands of my-spint  must also be
trembling.

But this has been) the case for many vyears.
Before that my  heart once overflowed

with sanguinary songs, blood and iron,
fire and poison, resurgence and revenge.

Then suddenly my heart became empty,

except when |  sometimes deliberately filled
it with vain, self-deluding hope.
Hope, hope-

! took this shield of hope to withstand
the invasion of the darknight in the
emptiness.

So | slowly wasted my youth.

Yoy ]197/1190’49 g s 2doj
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| knew, of course, that my youth  had departed.

But 1 thought that the youth outside me
still existed: stars and moonlight,
limp, fallen butterflies

flowers in the darkness,
the funereal omens of the owl,

the weeping with blood of the nightingale,
the vagueness of laughter, the dance of
love...

Although it might be  a youth of sadness
and uncertainty, it was still youth.

But why 15 it now so lonely? Is it because
even the youth outside me has departed, and the
young people of theworld have all  grown old?

I have to grapple alone2 with the dark night in
the emptiness.

I put down the shield of hope.
Despair, like hope, is but vanity.

If 1 must still live in this vanity which is
netther light nor darkness,

| would seek the youth of sadness which has
departed. For once the youth outside me vanishes,
my own old age will also wither away.

But now there are neither
stars nor moonlight,
no vagueness of laughter,
ho dance of love.

Before me there is not even a real dark night.
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Even if | cannot find the youth outside me,
| would have a last fling in my own oid age.

The young people are very peaceful .

Despair, like hope is but vanity.

CODA

Hope

cannot be said to exist,

or not to exist.

It is just like roads across the earth.

For the earth had no roads to begin
with,

but when many people pass one way,
a road is made.
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