ALAN BULLARD

L AMENT

for soprano, clarinet, and piano

i i oricinally written for soprano, clarinet, vlollg, harp
:Eéspg%ig? :ii wasgfirstyperformed in that version by Sanﬁr; %353enden,
Andrew Sparling, Katharine Durran, Clare Hoffman, aqd Ru; " o Mﬁzic
in a concert promoted by the Society for the PromoFlon of New € e
given at Colchester Institute in October 1990. This version Eas E de
in 1991: the clarinet and piano parts are not the same, and the who

work is slightly shorter.

Programme note

Lament is based on the folk-song 'All things are quite silent' collected
by Vaughan Williams wn 1904. The song is.a lament sung by a young wife
wvhose hushand has been forced into service Dy a press-gang to fight in
the Napoleonic Wars.

In this piece all the musical material ‘s based on the folk-song melody,
which appears complete at the end whe¢re the sopranc sings the last verse
of the song. The words of the rest of the song are not sung, but the
music attempts to portray something of the feelings expressed by them:

(Not sung) All things are quit# silent, each mortal at rest,
When me and my love got snug in one nest,
When a bold set &4 ruffiars they entered our cave,
And they forced(iny dear jewel to plough the salt wave.

I begged hard for my sailor as though I begged for life.
. They'd not listen to me although a fond wife,
Saying: 'The king he wants sailors, to the sea he must go',
And they've left me lamenting in sorrow and woe.

Through green fields and meadows we ofttimes did walk,
And sweet conversation of love we have talked,

With the birds in the woodland so sweetly did sing,

And the lovely thrushes' voices made the valleys to ring.

(Sung) Although my love's gone I will not be cast down.
Who knows but my sailor may once more return?
And will make me amends for all trouble and strife,
And my true love and I might live happy for life.

Music () 1990 by Alan Bullard 1! Christ Church Court
Colchester Essex C(C03 3AU
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