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z BRISSET RHYMES _ _ 6) LAPPARITION DU SEXE (The Formation of Sex) - neo-primitivist balade

Hugill Brisset imagines a primitive man examining himself quizzically and struggling to formutate words
to express the question he is forced to ask: '
Programme Notes “What is THAT?!"

. . ., . . . 7) LE COEUR (The Heart) - mad wriggle in the Mannerist style
Jean-Piefre Brisset (1857-1923), ironically dubbed “The Prince of Thinkers” by the Surrealists,

was a minor functionary at the Angers-Saint-Serge railway station. His contribution to philology stops at
nothing short of a complete explanation of the Universe, incorporating God, Mankind and Nature in a linguistic
theory which affirms the belief that similar sounds have the same meaning, in any language, regardless of
apparent differences in their dictionary definitions.

Rigorous logic leads Brisset to the conclusion that Man is descended from the frog, not just
because spermatozoa resemble tadpoles but, more importantly, because the frog's interrogative croaks make
a small, formative language which resembles our own, in particutar the sound “quoi?” {("what?”) which is
Brisset's first and fundamental question.

Although Brisset's works (e.9. La Science de Dieu, Les Qrigines Humaines, La Grammaire
Logique) are written in French, he does consider other languages and devotes a section of his thought to an
examination of the reasons for the Englishman’s derogative description of the Frenchman; FROG!

1) INTRODUCTION

Announcement of intention.
Dissection of the opening of the Gospe! According to St. John (“In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was God.")
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2) PAROLE PERPETUELLE {Perpetual Word)
Hurdy-Gurdy solo
3) OU VIVAIENT LES ANCETRES (Where the Ancestors Lived)
' Beginning with water (eaw), Brisset speculates on mankind's first dwelling (fogement) which was

the Ocean, a kind of primai Sauce, from which emerged Socisety.
Evocation of the human Gods.
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4) LA GRENQUILLE (The Frog)

The recordings of frog calls used in this song were made in the field by Dr. Rob Qldham of
Leicester Polytechnic. The percussion accompaniment is & pattern of frog calls from Samuel Beckett's Watt.
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5) LES DENTS LA BOUCHE - Quliporhythmic Motet
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Text, me fiteral translation:

ES R AT STUN R P
2D The Hafs L e,

: A Fhg bt 2 3 G e ! ; g trarbicq paiak
Les Dents, La Bouche - the testh, the mouth ' | o _ BB stk g Y P I 7y %‘v—‘fﬁﬁéﬁmﬂ.
Les Dents la bouchent - the teeth stop it up (i.e. the mouth) ek sy o et \\\\ 1. : SRt
L'aidant la bouche - helping the mouth . T e oy o W = Fi e DA
Laide en la bouche - the help in the mouth _ NS
Laides en la bouche - ugly (the teeth) in the mouth : %ﬁ?}?ﬁ%%gtﬁl A @ it LAVt
Laid en la bouche - ugliness in the mouth ' Tilatiia sunit bt - e

Lait dans la bouche - milk (i.e. whiteness) in the mouth e
L’est dam le a bouche - there is damage (i.e. tooth decay) in the mouth '
Les Dents-la bouche - shut your teeth

8) LA PAROLE (The Word) - Finale hop-erratique

WORD! What are you?

I am Perpetual Motion in all directions. ;
Those who resist me die, full of woe and remorse. :
The gods have long since passed away.

See, they have all become men}
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Brisset Rhymes
TEXT

INTRODUCTION

(spoken) Mesdames et Messieurs, nous allons te faire connaitre quelques calembours de Jean-
Pierre Brisset, “Prince des Penseurs”, mises en musique par Hugill. '

Au commencement était la Parole, et 1a Parole était auprés de Dieu, et Dieu était ia Parole. Elle
était au commencement auprés de Dieu.

PARQLE PERPETUELLE
hurdy-gurdy solo, followed by:

(sung) Toutes choses ont été faites par elle, et rien de ce qui a &té fait n'a été fait sans elle.
(built backwards from final syilable) C'est elle qui éclaire tout homme venant au monde.

{spoken) Maintenant que T'esprit a bien voulu nous donner la clef des rmystéres de la Parole, nous
allons parcourir la création de Fhomme, dés la fondation du monde. '

QU VIVAIENT LES ANCETRES

{sung} Eau ail Eau ail l'eau jai!

Ohé! Ohé! Ohé! Ohé!

Loge ai, je suis logé.

Dans mon FEau je mange

Dans mon lot je mans

Dans mon logement

Aux berges! Aux berges!

Eau-ce ai en .

Au séant '

eau cé-ans _

Qceéan |

ce eau-ce, ce eau-ce

sauce

sauce il y'était

socilliété .

Société! ' o

(spoken) Allons, tous les Dieux, debout! je vous évoque. Je vous ai par eau voqués, vous étes
provogues. Sortez de vos eaux profondes. Moi, I'Eternel, qui vous ai créés, je vous rescuscite et vous
appelles en jugement.

LA GRE ILLE

{spoken, onomatopoeiac frog calls)
coéque, coaque, cate, cate, cara, cara, quequéte, que re r'ai haut, ololo, couique, brekekex
ran, rane, rénnes, ran, rang, rends, frends, France, reine, quoine, guoine, grenouille

LES DENTS, LA BOUCHE

(sung)

L.es dents, la bouche
Les dents la bouchent
{aidant 1a bouche
L'aide en la bouche
Laides en la bouche
Laid dans la bouche
Lait dans 1a bouche
L'est dam le & houche
Les dents-la bouche
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Dy SEX
Ai? Ai? Ai?
Enl &

Ai que? Aique? Ai que?

eque, eque, eque, eque, ¢, e¢, ec

Ai que ce? Ai que ce? est que ca?
Exe, sais que ce?

ce éque-ce, ce éque-ce, ce eque-ce
ce éque-ce, ce éque-ce

ce-exe, ce-exe, ce-exe, ce-exe, ce-exe
SEXE?

ce exe, sais que ce?
sais,que c'est?

co ex est

sexe est

exe est

EXCES!

C'est le SEXE!

ce exe, sais que ce? sais que ce? sais que C'est? _
ce ex est, ce ex est, ce ex est, ce ex est, ce ex est, exe est, exe est, excés!

C'est le SEXE!

Je ne sais que c'est

jeune sexe est

je ne sais, je ne sais, je ne sais, je ne sais,
jeune ce ai, jeune ce ai,

tu sais que c'est.....BIEN!

Tu sexe est bien!

ont

Cache ton tu! ton tut ton tutu! ton tutu!
Tu relues tutu, tu relues tutu

turlututu, turfututy

tu relugues ton SEXE!

Je me exe a mine ai. Tu te exe a mine as. Y ce exe a mine a.
Y le sexe amine a. Y sexe & mine a.

[l s'examinait. Sexe & mine ai.

Son examen. Son exe & main. Son sexe & la main.

Que aie ce que c'est que ce a? que ce a?
Que exe est que ce a?

Quel sexe est que jai?

Que excés que cal

Qu'ai que sexe a?

Que exe est que ca?
Qu'est-ce gue sexe g?
Qu'est-ce que c'est que ce a?
Qu'est-ce que sait que ca?
Qu'est-ce que c’est que ca?
Kékséksa?

(German) WAS IST DAS?

Que heure! Que heurt! Leurre-leur I'heure, 'heuré le heurt,
Heureux, heureux?

Le queue re, ie queue releve, le coeur éleve sans coeurl
Le sexe est mal au coeur que haute cite.

Ce a coeur ai, ce a creux ai.

Ce a creux ai coeur.

Sacré Coeur, a Dieu!

LA PAROLE

Parole, Parole, Parole, qu’est-tu donc?

Je suis Pi la puissance, ar qui revient en arritre, gle qui marche en avant

Je suis le mouvement perpetusl, et dans tous les sens.

Je suis l'image des soleils, des sphéres et des astres de toute nature quu se meuvent dans
limmensité, revenant en arriére tout en marchant en avant.

C'est moi la reine et 12 mére des hommes qui habitent ies globes.

C’est par moi que I'Univers connait I'Univers.

Quand je me revéle a un monde, ¢’est I'aurore d'un age qui rappelle tous les hommes & 'amour,
a la paix, a la fraternité. .

Ceux qui me résistent, meurent, pleins d’ épouvante et dé remords.

C'est que les lois vont devenir humaines, ¢'est la fin des lois divines.

Les dieux sont passés depuis longtemps.
Voici, ils sont tous devenus des hommes!

Text in English

(N.B. Many of Brisset’s words are in a formative state and their meaning is only fully clear
when surrounding text in the original book is consuited. The programme notes given earlier
attempt to summarize the main concerns of the texts. What follows is literal translation.)

INTROD |

Ladies and Gentiemen, we are about to acquaint you with a number of plays-on-words by Jean-
Pierre Brisset, “Prince of Thinkers®, set to music by Hugill.

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. In the
beginning she (in French, “word “ is feminine, whereas “God”, of course, is masculine) was with God.

f AL WOR \

hurdy-gurdy solo, followed by:

(sung) All things were made by her and without her was not anything made. (built backwards

from final syllable)

{spoken) She illuminates all mankind. Since the Spirit has seen fit to deliver to us the key to the
mysteries of the Word, we are going to frace the creation of mankind, from the beginning of the world.

" WHERE THE ANCESTORS LIVED

(sung) Water have! Water have! Water have!
Qay! Cay! Qay! Oay!

Lodge have, | am lodged.

In my Water | eat.

Inmy lot | eat

In my lodging

To the banks! To the banks!

In this water | have my being

To the flopping-down
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THE FROG

brekekex

Water indoors
QOcean

this water, this water
sauce

there was sauce

the crowd

Society!

(spoken) Come forth all ye Gods! | evoke you. You are called from the water, you are provoked.
Arise from the watery depths. |, the Eternal, your creator, awaken you and call you to judgement.

{spoken, onomatopoeiac frog calls - even these have meanings in Brisset's text!)
accede again, coexist, cate, cate, cara, cara, come and lock, reunite, ololo, from behind,

frog, frog, rennes, frog, rank, tear, cling, France ( “perfect Frogs” is the Brissetian etymology! )

queen, queen, queen, frog

[HME TEETH., THE MQUTH

FO

{sung)
The teeth, the mouth

The teeth stop it up

helping the mouth

The help in the mouth

ugly in the mouth

Ugliness in the mouth

Milk in the mouth

There is damage in the mouth
Shut your teeth

IONO

Have? Have? Have?

Eh! el

Have that? Have that? Have that?

ek, ek, ek, ek, ec, ec, ec

Have it? Have it? Is it?

Know what it is, this ex? (used in the sense of “protuberance”)
this ex, this ex, this ex,

this ex, this ex

this ex, this ex, this ex, this ex

SEX?

this ex, know what it is?
know what it is?

this ex is

sex is

exis

EXCESS!

It is SEX!

this ex, know what it is? know what it is? know what it's?
this ex is, this ex is, this ex is, this ex is, ex is, ex is, excess!

It is SEX!

I don't know what it is

it's a young sex

i don't know, | don't know, | don't know
have this young, have this young

you know thalt it’s.....GOOD!

Sex, you are good!

Oon! '

Hide your willie! your willie! your wee-willie! your wee-willie!
You expose your willie, you expose your willie
wae-willie-wee, wee-willie-wee

you're gazing at your SEX!

I've got my exin hand. You've got your ex in hand. The ex is in hand.
The sex is in hand. Sex in hand. :

He examines himself. Sex in hand. |

His examination. His ex in hand. His sex in his hand.

What's this that he has? that he has?
What ex does he have? -
Whalt's this sex | have? '
What excess!

Do | have sex?

What ex is that?

What does sex have?

What is that?

What does it know, that?

What is it?

Kékséksa?

{German) WAS IST DAS?

THE HEART

THE

fraternity.

What hour! What hurt! Lure them hour, the hour hurts.

Happy, happy?

The end again, the end lifts again, the heart lifts up impotently!
Sex is sick at heart.

What has heart, what has ¢ross

The union of heart and cross

Sacred Heart, a Dieu!

D

Word, Word, Word, what are you?

i am P for power, gr which retreats, ole which advances.

I am perpetual motion in all directions. _

| am the image of Nature's suns, spheres and stars which move in immensity, retreating and

advancing, coming and going.

I am the queen and mother of men who live upon the globes.
Through me the Universe knows the Universe.
When | am revealed to a world, it's the aurora of an era which calls men to love, to peace, to

Those who resist me die, full of woe and remorse.

The laws have all become human, it's the end of divine laws.
The gods have long since passed away,

See, they have all become men!
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