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BARCONG (1985 JAMES WOOD

The Barong-Play (traditional Balinese dance) represents the eternal
fight between good and evil, The good spirit is represented by the
Barong (a friendly mythological monster} and the evil spirit by the
Rangda (supreme witch). The fight is also between the living (Barong)
and the dead (Rangda}, since tradition maintains that the spirits of
the Rangda and her followers inhabit the graveyard.

'Barong' is laid out in eight 'scenes'(preceded by an Introduction)
which are divided into three movements, and is based on the Barong-
Tjalonarang Play at Batubulan, Scuth East Bali.

Introduction: Eotrance of the Baxopng

I (i) Dance of the Barcng

King Nerabangsawa as Barong, with company of Butas and Kalas
(ii) Dance of Ni Karong
Ni Karong and company of Sisias prepare for the arrival of
the supreme witch, Dewi Krishna.
(iii) Dance of Dewi Krigﬁgé

Dewi Krishna (an old woman leaning on a staff) addresses her
followers - Ni Karong and the Sisias make obeisance.

11 (i)} Trance Dance of the Balian {witch-doctor)

Two attendants of Nerabansawa, Penasar and Kartala discuss_ wiiy
it is that so many deaths have occurred in the village, ana
decide to consult a witch-doctor. The witch-doctor arrives,
sits down with her head over a smoking bowl, and goes into
trance. Meanwhile a 'Leyak'(one possessed by an evil spirit)
is seen in the background. She is recognised as Ni Karong, at
which the company seize her and tear off her mask. She is then
tied up to a tree.

(ii) Dance of King Djayasenngara

Djayasenngara {(a friend of Nerabangsawa) performs a wild trance-~
dance, admonishing Ni Karong as she tries to escape. The witch-
doctor now tells Nerabagsawa to form a procession to the grave-
yard and fight Dewi Krishna and defeat the Rangda. Ni Karong

is released with a warning.

111(i) Vvillage Procession to the Graveyard

Nerabangsawa, Penasar and Kartala, Djayasenngara and the whole

company of Butas and Kalas process to the graveyard.

(ii} Fight between Nerabangsawa (Barong) and ‘Dewi Krishna (Rangda}
Dewi Krishna appears at the entrance to the graveyard and is

attacked by NerabangSawa. As she begins to falter, and in order

to increase her magical power, she transforms herself into a

boar. Defeated again she transforms herself into a bird - still

she is defeated and so she finally transforms herself into the

Rangda. The Rangda is teo powerful for Nerabangsawa who then

transforms himself into the Barong, and eventually defeats the

Rangda.

{iii) Triumphal Dance of the Barong, and general Trance-Dance

As the Barong and his followers rejoice over their triumph,’

Ni Karong (attendant of the defeated Rangda) goes into trance

before finally collapsing. At

the end of the dance the men

turn their Kris' (wooden swords) in on themselves, violently

stabbing themselves in a final trance=dance,

Each of the characters in the Play are

represented by a certain rhythm

fand associated melody): the characters on the side of Barong are

associated with the Dhamar-t3la: 5.2,3,

4 (North India), and those on

the side of Rangda with the Dhruva Trisra: 3,2.3.3 (South India).

The various 'guises'! (costumes/masks) worn by each character, as well

as certain concurrent themes such as trance, transformation (of one

being into another), kris, etc. are each represented by a particular

instrumental 'celour', as shown in the

following table:

Side of Barong
Side of Barong {general): Logdrum

Nerabansawa (Barong)iPiano/vibraphone
Butas & Kalas (chorus): Piano/xylo
Penasar & Kartala (attendants): Low
staccato chords; Bass drum/Logdrum
Balian (witch-doctor}: Crotales
Djayasenngara: Piano harmonics (metal

triangle laid on piano strings)

Side of Rangda
Side of Rangda {gen): Sleighbells

Dewi Krishnai

as human: Thai gongs

as boar: Low steel drum/piano

as bird: High steel drum/pianc

as Rangda: Cowbells/piano
Ni Kareng: (a) Piano chords with

grace=-notes
(b) Scherzande figures

Sisias (chorus): Rising piano scales

General Themes
Trance:

Grave: Tam=~tam

Kris {wooden sword): Thundersheet
Leyak: Claves
Transformation:

Passive presencei Trill

Smoking bowl:

Glissando/sliding tones

Drums (as distinct from Bass Drum alone)

Timpani sticks on low piano strings
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