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ORDNANCE SURVEY
A set of poems for a musical setting ( tenor, flute, clarinet, viola,
cello).

ROMAN ROAD

Road, Roman Road,

Streak from the eyeline.

No swerve of accident,

No curve of predilection.

Only the swift thought that wings direct
The shortest path between two points.

Stone counter stone;

Calibration of Time;

Straightness not in nature;

Human only in its unaccommaodation,
The brainish construct that dictates
Undeviating ways to an inflexible goal.

LIFE - LINES

1 RIVER
Artery of the land - body,
Drawn, not pumped by the gravity - heart
Clear plasma fallen from the sky,
Irrigating the land - skin.

2 MOTORWAY
Vesicles erupt on city - limbs
Swelled by metallic platelets.
Constriction in the vein
Brings puiseless arrest.

3 FOOTPATH
Broken line
A running stitch round the rolling borders of the landscape.
Labyrinthine thread,
Unravelling a cryptic web,
Clue to unlighted paths.

4 DISUSED RAILWAY - LINE
Ghostly sleepers,
Shadows in the grass,
Stricken by the signal
To terminate.
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CROP MARKS

Crop marks show the tide - lines,
Shells and detritus of past events.
You may piece together the wrack
If you climb high enough.

On the ground you see

Only the random billowing

Of blown grass.

AERIAL PROJECTION

Take aim, flyer, through your narrow sights,
The target clear below,
Laid out before you, the pattern clean and comprehensible.
At such a height,
You' I} not be held responsible.
You need not see where people stand,
Shading their eyes against the sun,
To catch your passing.
To press the trigger is a simple trick of science,
The target small below,
Too small to see where people stand:
Activate the trigger

- to photograph.

MAP

Easy to plot the footprints of the pasi,

To frame a matrix,

To catch a life within a grid,

A net of co - ordinates.

Easy to draft the trail our wanderings took,
To Jay down the dead ends,

To measure out the mileage;

Draw a metred course,

And at the afterview,

Call it purposeful.

But hard to catch the pre - echo,
The footfall of a stride untaken,

To map the choices yet unmade;

To preview ignorance,

Or hachure® in the drift of inclination
With shades of meaning not intent.
A map is an instant frozen;

A picture of a man always turned
To gaze back over his shoulder.

* hachuring = a shading device used to suggest contours.

Julia Usher
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