Dust Life

for Baritone and Orchestra
on a text by Julia Usher

This work was inspired by a newspaper feature
about the discovery of a royal burial
in a tomb in China.

The preserved and mummified remains of a Princess
were found in Htinan Province,
and scientists and archaeologists, followed by
journalists, were swift to write her story.

My study was another view, of what kind
of afterlife this was for her.

This work has never been performed; it was written in 1973-1974
and is one of my earliest pieces.

by Julia Usher
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