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TIM SOUSTER
THE TRANSISTOR RADIO OF ST NARCISSUS

for flugelhorn, live electronics and tape
(1982-83)

1. The live-electronic element in this work is controlled by a second player who also has
responsibility for the amplification of the whole work and the playing of the stereo
tape/electroacoustic part. The work requires the use of one microphone which is fed into a sound
mixer and balanced with the live-electronic transformations of the flugethorn sound and with
the tape part.

2. The score is basically an instrumental part (in B flat) plus a graphic representation of the
tape part.

3. A stop-watch should be used by the flugelhorn player for synchronisation.

4. Some aspects of the flugelhorn part are improvisatory. For example, between pp. 9 and 13

the soleist should respond to the tape part with considerable freedom. The electronics part

consists of transformations of the live instrument by means of a combination of digital delay and |
digital transposition devices.

5. An SPX90 or similar sound processor may be userd for the delay and pitch-change effects.
Seven patches are required which are modifications of the SPX90 (II) factory pre-set No 21
{Pitch Change A). These should be stored in the {ollowing memory locations:

31: no delay, no feedback (FB)
32: delay - 100ms, 20% FB
33: delay - 100ms, 60% FB
34: delay - 200ms, 20% FB
35: delay - 200ms, 70% FB
36: no delay, 20% FB
37: delay - 350ms, 70% FB

The boxed numerals in the tape part refer to these SPX programmes.

6. In this score the signs -1, 47, -5, etc denote the number of semitones’ transposition to be
produced on the digital transposer. The simplest method of changing degrees of transposition is
by a MIDI keyboard connected to the SPX 90. See the boxed diamond noteheads added in the
tape part of the score.

7. A second dedicated processor is required for the longer delay effects (such as a Yamaha
SPX990).

8. The tape part may be obtained from the publisher: OdB Editions, 37 Windsor Rd,
Cambridge CB4 3]], UK. Tel. ($)1223 351995 or tel./fax (0)1223 360486. The publisher may also
be contacted if further information is required.

The work was commissioned by and is dedicated to John Wallace, who premiered the work at
the Round House, Chalk Farm, London on 27 February 1983. This commission was made possible
by the kind provision of funds by the Arts Council of Great Britain
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THE TRANSISTOR RADIO OF ST. NARCISSUS

FOR FLUGELHORN, LVE ELECTRONICS & TAPE
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Flugelhorn part resumes here
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