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from Psalm 88:

O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee. Let my
prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry; For my soul is full of
troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them
that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength: Free among
the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more.
Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or thy faithfulness in
destruction? Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness
in the land of forgetfulness? Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have
cut me off. They came round about me daily like water, they compassed me
about together. Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine
acquaintance into darkness.

from Psalm 121:

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometlt my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy
foot to be moved; he that keepeth thee will not slumber. The Lord is thy keeper:
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by
day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall
preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in
from this time forth, and even for evermore.

Notes:

1. The keyboard part is at times a_feduction of the chorus parts, and as
such may be performed as discreet accompaniment in its entirety or at -
selected places. In this function'it is indicated ‘reduc! in the score.

Elsewhere the keyboard part is an independent and obligatory organ
part, indicated as ’org.’ iy the score. It has been written for an
instrument without pedals-and may be played on a digital or pipe organ
equally satisfactorily. The timbres envisaged include 2° and mixture
stops where bright ox substantial sound is called for.

2. Flats and sharps apply only to the note immediétely following.

3. Parts of words in curved brackets [e.g. Lor(d), co{meth), (righ)t,] should
not be enunciated.

4. An arrow between vowel sounds or consonants is an indication to
change the enunciation gradually over the time [e.g. T & B, bb114-116].

5. m - indicates humming; u — as in 'too.

6. In’free’sections [e.g. S, bb78-86; S & A, bb 214-222; A & T, bb 261-281]
no more voices should be used than are consistent with clarity.

7. The number of voices singing any given part may be reasonably
adjusted in consideration of balance and texture.

The settings of each psalm may be performed separately —~ see p. 15.
duration c.14 minutes (Ps. 88: ¢.530"; Ps. 121; ¢.8307)

Commissioned by the New Barbican Singers
with financial assistance from the R VW. Trust.

January — March 1983
revised August — September 1990
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