IAN McQUEEN

BY FIRE:
{PER IGNEM)
GAMES OF WAR & PEACE
A DRAMATIC CANTATA
for

Soprano, Actress/Singer, Baritone
Soloists

Boys' Choir or Children's Choir
Mixed Cherus (S,.\A, A&, B)
QRGAN
&

Small Orchestra

2 flutes
cboe
2 clarinets in Bb
cenor saxophone in Bb
2 bassoons
2 horns in F
2 trumpets
bass trombone
tuba
timpani (4 pedal drums)
4- percussicon:

C3 . SORUNS

(glockenspiel, xylophone, flexatone, high wood block,
4 temple blocks, cowbell, tambourine, machine castagnettes,
2 suspended cymbals (iarge/small), maracas, $.D., B.D.]

piano
2 polyphonic synthesisers

(ideally Yamaha DX7, Roland Juno 106 or Roland R309)

1 monophonic synthesiser
{e.g. Roland SH(Q9)
strings (6, 6, 6, 4, 2)
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"By Fire" was commissioned for the Hindley Schulze Festival and first
performed on the 18th May, 1985, in St. Peter's Church, Hindley, Wigan,
during the composer's North West Arts sponsored Residency with Wigan

Education Department.

[ INNOCENTLY PLAYING]

CHILDREN'S CHCIR:

ALL VOICES:

CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

[appreach of trouble-makers]

ALL:

[approach of peace-makers]

(CHILDREKN'S CHOIR:
(

£
(MIXED CHORUS:

TEXTS

I
Prelude

We 1ift our faces to the sky

We dance and sing and leap and play
The ever-azure bye-and-bye

The childhocd-lasting Dayspring day.

Please let us greet the sun in youth
In middle-age and when we're old

And though that's very far away

A ¢loud can spoil the Dayspring day.

With a hi-de-boom! and a snort-sniff-snort!
We'll cutyour Springtime Revel short!

Please (Wisten; Just because you're old
Have,/tiad your day and made your pile
We want to live, soar like the dove
And-dance the Summer's day in love.

Don't hide the dreadful truth from us
'Till disillision's Autumn grey
Reveals that childhood's one big con:
Winter with central heating on.

(He-ho, sob-sob).

With a hi-de-boom!-and a snort-sniff-snort!
We'll cut your Springtime revel short!

Don't turn our joy to loud lament
To voice black Winter's discontent!

Unscrew the locks from the doors!
Unscrew the very deoors from their jambs!
Whoever degrades ancther degrades me
And whatever is done or said
Returns, at last, toc me.
Through me the afflatus surging and surging
Through me the current and index
cont'd...

—
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I speak the pass-word primeval

I give the sign of democracy

By God! I will accept nothing

Of which all cannot have their part

On the same terms.

Through me many long-dumb voices:

Voices of the interminable generations

Of prisoners and slaves

Voices of the diseased and despairing

And of thieves and dwarfs

Voices of cycles of preparation and acretion

And of the threads that connect the stars

And of wombs and of the father-stuff

And of the rights of them the others are
down upon.

SOLO - SOPRANC & BARITONE: Of the deformed, trivial, flat,
foolish, despised,
Fog in the air, beetles rolling balls of
dung.

MIXED CHORUS: Through me forbidden voices.......... ]

1

SOLO - AS BEFORE: Voices of sexes and lusts
Voices veiled and I remove the veil
Volces indecent, by me clarified
and trausfigured.

ALL VOICES: I do not press my fingers across my mouth!

(WALT WHITMAN - "SONG OF MYSELF")

_______________________ o
II
Two Sides
MIXED CHORUS:
(celebrating) Wa! Yee ha! Hooray! et€.......
ACTRESS/SINGER solo: I am a poet!
MIXED CHORUS:
(acclaiming her) Hooray! Brill! Right on! etc......
ACTRESS/SINGEHR: A poet of LOVE.......,
[Chorus continue as above)
ACTRE33/SINGER: ..+...and DEATH......
[Chorus are silent now; freeze, turn away......)
ALL VOICES: With a hi-de-boom! and a snort-sniff-snort!
(under breath, building up) We'll cut your Springtime Revel short!
(GAME OF WAR] .

-3 -


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

ACTRESS/SINGER:

CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

Lo B s T ey B s B o T B s O e I e By }

(LOUD NOISE)
ACTRESS/SINGER:
ACTRESS/SINGER:

plus BARITONE 3OLO
and MIXED CHORUS

(LOUD NCISE)

ACTRESS/SINGER:

(LOUD NCISE}
MIXED CHORUS:

ACTRESS/SINGER:

iII
Loud Ncise

That adja goin' dinit?

good idea of god woden it s
give isself the opticn

put up all these stars an planets

infinite blinkin millions

then when one of em snuffs it

ees got plenty more

get my meanin'?

How brightly shines the morning star
Its radiance cast o'er field and scar
Searing me with God's love from -
Heaven afar.
{(AFTER TRAD, CHORALE)

That adja goin' dinit?
fought the end-af the world ad come!

You dream snc dream and trancelike
dream of great catastrophes .-
extinctioH

switching off the light, pump, feeling

no meomenrt to know there is no more
that_“anaesthetic darkness is complete and all
No (Qest word

tick tock

7

That adja goin' dinit?

fought the end of the world as come!
Nah ee woden do that woodee

not after all's bin written about him
not after sendin' his own son

not after all these people

tryin ter be like him!

Well, I mean what a waste of time
That wooder bin!

fer him and fer all ¢f them —
and come to that

for us an zll

and our kids

and their kids after them an all.

Five, four, three, two......

One.... —
That adja goin' dinit?

Fought it ad appened that time
stopped yer smilin!

- 4 -
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[BARITONE SOLO:
(& MIXED CECRUS

[

(ACTRESS/SINGER:

/mrracoaa e

[SOPRANO SOLO:

Lo I . B s Y s 2 s U e T e Y s B s B s B e B e

[MIXED CHORUS:

[
C

[ACTRESS/SINGER:

(LOUD NOISE)

ACTRESS/SINGER:

(LOUD NCISE)

BARITONE SOLO:

You dream and dream.......
........ darkness is complete.

And what about ART?

That adja dinit, weren't expectin' that

was yer?

I mean all those pictures showin' god an jesus
heaven an angels

I'd feel right conned if I died

and there wasn't ncne.

In Paradisum deducant tc Angeli

In tuo Adventu suscipiant to Martyres

Et perducant te........

In civitatem sanctam Jerusalem

Chorus Angelorum te suscipiat

Et cum Lazaro quondam paupers

Aeternam haneas requiem.

(May the Angels lead you unto paradise

At your coming may the martyrs receive you
And bring you into the holy city of Jerusalem
May the choir of Angels receive you

And with Lazarus, once a beggar,

May you have~eternal rest).

In civitatem santam Jerusalem
In civitatem sanctam Je-Hollyweod....

{MISSA PRO DEFUNCTIS)
OK. 1Ivwas raised c¢cn famous art
Whege I felt lifted up to where
bezautiful women and handsome men
showed me what love and heroism and duty was.
I was raised on Hollywood movies
When bad guys regretted they'd done bad thlngs
or they'd get what was coming te them
and the good guys were strong and honest
and the girls were beautiful dolls that cried
and for whom they shot it cut
and kissed in the end
and news that said how wicked commies were
near bad as nazis that we nad fought the war

about

enemies of freedcm,

That adja goin dinit?

No? Well the next ¢ne will

Seen one seen em all.

Anyway thils is the point I'm making
don't go ocut give us a minute
this gorbachev and reagsan

and the rest

I trust them

No I mean it

I mean you have to don't you?

You can't do anything about them.

Bring down the shutters and the blinds!

-5 -
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SOPRANO SOLO:

[MIXED CHORUS:
[
i
[

[
ACTRESS/SINGER:

SOLOISTS:

—— ot -

ACTRESS/SINGER SOLO:

Stop that baby coming with 1its head Jjust out
of the womb

Bring down the shutters and the blinds!
Porthole PLINK

Starhole FUNT

Eyehole bunged with a cork.

A1l these souls blasted tc never never
because we trusted god
no wonder ee give isself the option
of having a' load more ter be goin on with
when our planet snuffs it.
I woden half laugh if they all went up
put is nose out of joint
Do youbelieve in....
(EMILLE SERCOMBE - "THAT ADJA GOIN
DINIT")

SN o PO

v
Lacrimosa

Lacrimosa-dies illa
Qua resurget ex favilla
Judifandus. homo reus
Hux €rgo parce Deus

(Mournful that day

When from the dust shall rise
Guilty man to be judged

Spare him, O Ged, in they mercy).

(MISSA PRC DEFUNCTIS)

e e e e

v

Night Questions

Is there peace on the streets?

Is there freedom in the nation?

Is there joy in my heart?

Are the things I most prize held up high?

Is beauty, truth, caring for others prized?

Is the sweet, sweet song of the artist
prized?

Is the life you lead inside ever thought
about?

Can you really say you're given a chance
toc do all you could do

- And then to grow?

cont'd...
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They're fighting for your soul
What you think, what you say
May be their victory.

As you wake in the night

And search through your life for light

Is that praying?

As you reach for the hand

That's held out beyond z smile

Is that loving?

Forget those flashy cars

And 'Great Little Escapes' to the Algarve
That's not living

Living's building a future here and now.

They're Tighting for your soul
What you think, what you say
May be their victory.

(IAN McQUEEN)
______________________ o P
VI
Libera-Me

MIXED CHORUS: Liberame Domine, de morte aeterna
In aie illa tremenda
Quando coell movendi sunt et terra
Dum vener is judicare saeculum per ignem

(Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death
On that dreadful day

When the heavens and earth shall quake
And the world will be judged by fire).

SOLOISTS: Tremens factus sum ego
Dum discussio venerit Atque ventura ira

(I tremble and am terrified _
At the trial and the wrath to come).

CHORUS: Quando coeli meovendi sunt et terra
Dies illa, dies irae,
Calamitatis et miseriae
Dies magna et amara valde
LIBERA ME.

{(When the heavens and earth shall quake
Day of wrath! That day of wece and

: ' tribulaticn
Great day and exceeding bitter!
Deliver me).

{MISSA PRO DEFUNCTIS)
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MIXED CHORUS:
{screaming)

ACTRESS/SINGER:

SOLO FROM CHORUS:

ACTRESS/SINGER:

SMALL GRCUP:
FROM CHORUS

ACTRESS/SINGER:

2nd SOLO FROM CHORUS:

SMALL BOY:

ACTRESS/SINGER:

VII

Dance of Death

{Sonata sopra 'Dies Irae')

Libera Me!

Can potent sounds or words ever deliver us?

I'm a poet, remember?

I've got to make my art meesn something to
people's real lives.

I would fight, if my loved ones were
threatened,

But we're not talking about men!

How can you fight a vast impersonal explosion

Thisisn't politics - it's 1life or death!

You're a poet.

If you can't find an image to raise people's
consciousness

Who can?

I can search;. but who'll listen?

Why don'twyou sniff like us?

Try it.

Want ,some weed killer?

It's 1984 - a very good year..... for some!
Thern, where's yer trcoubles, eh?

Gone!

Sust breathe in - and forget.
Why don't you listen?

To what - some crummy old
Latin mumbeo-jumbo rite?

Haven't you heard of the
Second Vatican Council?!

There are powerful images in these old

A litany of inner truths......

[CHILDREN ADVANCE UP AISLES CHANTING]

CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

DIES IRAE DIES ILLA
SOLVET SAECLUM IN FAVILLA
TESTE DAVID CUM SYBILA

QUANTUS TREMCR EST FUTURUS
QUANDQ JUDEX EST VENTURUS
CUNCTA STRICTE DiISCUSSURUS

TUBA MIRUM SPARGENS SONUM
PER SEPULCHRA REGIONEM
COGET OMNES ANTE THRONUM

-8 -
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SOPRANO SOLOC
& CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

CHILDREN'S CHCIR:

MIXED CHORUS - 1lst SOLO:

2nd SCOLO:

BARITONE SOLO:

BARITONE SCLO:

Make peace not war!
Love and respect one another!

Day of wrath and doom impending
Earth, by fire, to ashes rending
David's words with Sybil's blending.

Terror in each heart is rising
Man his brother man despising
Armageddon realising.

Trumpets scream, unearthly, thrilling
Through the very gravestones drilling
Thronewards see the billions milling!

No.....they're too impersonal, them
litanies..!

Well, that's not to say they're not geed for

some people
Maybe we just need something we can really
identify with to help us.

Maybe I'ye got an image N
0OK. So you're s poet.

But what, if we 21l had to think like that -
Absorotand reflect that deeply.......

S NN ¢ YN U

VIII

0n-the Beach at Cambridge

I am assistant to the Regicnal Commissioner
At Block E Brocklands Avenue

Communications Centre for Region 4

Which used to be East Anglia.

- I published several poems as a young man

But later found I could not meet my own high
standards

So I tore up all my poems and stopped writing

(I stopped painting at eight and singing at
five).

I was seconded to Block E

From the Ministry for the Environment.

Since there are nc established poets
available

I've come cut here -in my M.P.C.

(Maximum protective clothing)

To dictate some kind of poem or word-picture

Into a miniature cassette recocrder.

cont'd...


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

BARITONE
& MIXED CHORUS:

BARITONE SOLO:

MIXED CHORUS:

CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

BARITONE SOLO
& MIXED CHORUS:

BARITONE SOLQO:

MIXED CHORUS:

BARITONE SOLO:

MIXED CHORUS:

BARITONE SOLO:

ALL VOICES:

BARITONE SOQLO:

When I first stepped ocut of Block E onto
this beach
I could not record any words at all
So I tock two of the orange flavoured pills
they give us for morale
Switched on my Sony, and recorded this:-

I am standing on the beach at Cambridge

I can see a group in their M,P.C.

Pushing hoover-like and Ewbank-like machines
Through masses of black ashes.

The taller men are soldiers or police
The others scientific supervisors.,

This group moves slowly across what seems
like an endless car park
With no cars at zall.

I think that in one moment
A1l the books in Cambridge
Leapt off their shelves, spread their wings
And became wirite flames and then black ash.

And I_am) standing on the beach at Cambridge.

'"You“re a poet', said the Regional
Commissioner.
'Go out and describe that lot’.

The University Library.........
eeesres. @ little hill of brick dust.
King's Ccllege Chapel.......

wec-es. a little hill of stone dust.
The sea!

The sea is coming cleoser and closer

The clouds are edged with green.

They're sagging low under some terrible

welght.

They move more rapidly than usual.

Some younger women with important jobs
were admitted to Block E.

But my wife was a teacher in her forties

We talked it over when the nature of the

crisis became apparent.

We agreed someone had to carry on.

That day I kissed her gocdbye

4s I édid every day

At the door of our house in Chesterton Road

I kissed my son and daughter gocdbye

cont'd. ..
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BARITONE SOLO
& MIXED CHCRUS:

BARITONE SCLO:

CHILDREN'S CHOIR:

later
MIXED CHORUS:

BARITONE SOLO:

I drove to Block E beside Hobson's Brook
I felt like a piece of paper heing torn in
’ ‘ half!

And I am standing on the beach at Cambridge.

Scme of the men in their M.P.C.

Are sitting on the ground in the black ashes

One is holding his head in both his hands.

I was forty-two three weeks ago

My-children painted me

Bright coloured cards with poems for my

birthday.

I stuck them with Blue-Tack on the kitchen
door.

I can remember the colours.

But In one moment.

All the children in Cambridge spread their
Wwings

And the children of America

dnd the children of Russia

Spread theii wings and became white flames

And then-hlack ash, '

And I #m standing on the beach at Cambridge
And ,I.am watching the broad black ocean tide
Beardng on its shoulders a burden cf black
ashes
Al I am listening to the last words of the
sea
As it beats its head against the dying land.

(ADRIAN MITCHELL - "ON THE BEACH AT -
CAMBRIDGE")

______________________ Dt e

SOLOISTS
& CHORUSES:

IX

Reconciliation

Reconciliation

Werd over all, beautiful as the sky.

Beautiful that war and all its deeds of
carnage

Must in time be utterly lost.

That the hands of the sisters Death and Night

Incessantly wash again, and ever again,

This soiled world.

For my enemy is dead -

A man divine as myself is dead.

I look where he lies

White-faced and still in the coffin

I draw near - bend down

And touch lightly with my lips

The white face in the coffin

Reconciliation

Word over all, beautiful as the sky.

{(WALT WHITMAN - "RECONCILIATICN")
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