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BEGGARMAN-THIEF!

AN OPERA
IN TWO PARTS

for young people
to sing and play.

.PART ONE .

Libretto by the composer
after the story by Sven Wenstrim,
with selections from the poetry of William Blake.
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"Beggarman-Thief!" is designed to be performed by a large cast (up to 150)
of school children of mixed ages. The only part which might be better left
to an adult is that of the core-piano/synthesiser player.

CHARACTERS

MICKY IIII-I-.I.II.l............ Slnall infa-n-t' capable Of Singing the ShOrt
passage on page 5.

FICKY IJ ecscnussav-assaasssssesss Described as elgh‘t years Old, but could be sung
by an older child (see pp 11-27)

MICiY JITevsesnscuasnssncosncacsces Main character part in the piece and very demanding
in range of expression. WUescribed as eighteen
years old. The character may be sung by several
different singers e.g. changing on p. 81 and again
at the start of part two.

REV. STICKLZReeesssacnusacsaceses 4 mean old viear; hard of hearing.

MRS. STICKLERs+sessoseseessccssee His king,“soft-hearted wife.

T, LITTLE CHILDRENsesascsasaeses A 'lonk alike' brother and sister.

A RICH LANDONEResesssecsseasassse Speaking role.

AN OLD WOlMANesssssessssassessive Foor, and speaks in local dialect.

OLD WOMAMH'S DAUGHTEResesssssssee dcting part only.

OLD WOMAN'S GRANDCHILDRENsesesss Six very small children: singing/speaking parts.
AN OLD TINKER «t¢esaccccecenssanse Irish accent.

A SCHOOL GIRLescscsssascsassrsses About 11 years old.

DIRZCTOR YUMI-VZISTYeasssececnces Ovner of the 'Yumi-Grub Supermarket'; Small/fat.
DIRECIOR KORWY~VESTY eeeouessenses Owner of the corn flakes factory. Tall/thin.
DIRSCTOR BASY~VESTY+eevecesessss Owner of the baby clothes emporium. 0ld/moustache.

DIRZCTOR FANCY GOODS~VESTYesssss Owner of chain of "antique'" and bric a brac stores.
Seedy/bohemian.,

DIRECTOR TEETH-VESTY. esseeresess Owner of the toothpastﬂ factory.

DIRECTOR PIPE=VESTY ceeecnssneses Owner of the pipe factory. N
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Tom-c.--.t...t..‘..'.l.'....o--o-

H-ARRY.......I................I.....

NEILSEN«ecasoeeenscanncsasansaascne
A FARMER..ccecsescsssncncsnncssaca
COMPLAINING NEIGHBOUR.eesvscocsnes
TRACEY cnsesecsssasccnssscecscocanse
NICKY caavesvncsscnscsacsccncsesesne
M35. PROL+sassccccnsssscscoscccacs

DIRZCTOR BOOTEEKwVESTY ceenccnsccoes

DIRECTOR MULTI~NATIONAL VESTYeuneas
MRI PROL-..'.I.........'.."......

CHORUS....-..I.'..-......D....I..I

A photographer.

An artist.

Timber merchant.
Speaking part.

Female speaking part.
Micky's girlfriend/model.
Tracey's little brother.
Tracey's mother.

Flashily dressed owner of the Big Town's chain
of fashion boutiques.

International tycoon.
Tracey’s father. ILeader of the Union,
Schoel children, country people, townspeople,

company directors (some specifically characterised),
and workers,



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

INSTRUMENTAYL FORCES

PIANO I eecencunancecasessThis player has a crucial role. He/she supports the
voices for much of the time and often covers for the
optional woodwind and brass parts if these instruments
are not available. The player should double SYNTHESIZER,
if at all possible. The part is written for a polyphonic
instrument with a memory bank, so that the fast changes of
timbre may be pre-set, e.g. Juno 60 by Roland.

When a synthesizer is being employed, an assistant is

required to adjust controls, especially volume.

PIANO IJeeesaseececsessesechildren's pilano duet.

RICORDERSsecscsssaasrseseearound six descants

VIOLINSeesesansasesvansace mostly uniaon; around six players.

PERCUSSIONe sesssssessesere 5six players: --

bass xylophone (C below middle-C to the A which
lies a thirteenth above, chromatic).

2 side drums../.tp the left and right of the ensemble.
2 susvended ¢vymbals: high and low.
2 triangles: large and small.

bass drum

sledzh bells

castanets

maracas

2 woodblocks

clash cymbals

nightingale whistle

football ratchet

foothall whistle

2 concert glockenspiels (2 octaves from middle-C,
chromatic).

Tametam
NON~READERSeeeasscucsaccas A group playing sound effects and visually-cued percussion.

There are also optional but highly desirable parts for WOODWIND AND BRASS. These
appear in the score on bracketed treble and bass staves, and in each case, should
be arranged for six locally avajlable players. For the first performance, we used
flute, oboe, 2 e¢larinets in b-flat, and two bassoons; 2 cornets, 2 tenor horns in
e~flat, trombone, and e-flat bass tuba.
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"Beggarman-Thiefl™ consists of a large number of fast-moving scenes. A
sparse, open form of production is suggested with the minimum of scenery being
chang=d in full view of the audience. Atmosphere should largel:r be provided by
the deployment of the chorus which should be on stage for much of the time, the
cameo roles being played by chorus members who emerge for their important moments.

This work was first performed in Wigan, during my residency (1983/8L), which
was sponsored by the North West Arts Regional Arts Association.

Ian McQueen

Wigan, 1983.
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