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THE VALLEY OF HATSU-SE

Fuyu-komorn
Haru sari-kureba,
Ashita ni was
Shira-tsuyu oki:

- Yube ni wa
Kasumi tanabiku:
Hatsu-se no ya
Konure ga shita ni
Uguisu naku mo.

Anon {probably 6th century)

Uguisu no

Koye nakari-seba,
Yuki kiyenu
Yama-zato ikade
Haru wo shira-mashi?

Nakatsukasa {c.900)

Koye tayezu

Nake ya, uguisu!
Hito tose ni

Futa tabi to dani

Ku beki haru ka wa?

Fujiwara No Okikaze

Hana wa ne n1

Tori wa furu-su ni
Kayeru-nari;

Haru no yuku-ye wo
Shiru hito zo naki.

Emperor Sutoku {1118-1164)

1

As if waking from hibernation
when the spring comes,

the dewdrops fall in

the morning. The mists

waft in the evening.

And the nightingale sings in
the trees of Hatsu-se.

ti'you have not heard the
voice of the nightingale,

how will you know the arrival
of the spring in the snow-
covered mountain village?

O nightingale, sing until you
can sing no more!

The spring will not come even
twice in a year.

The flowers have gone back to
their root.

The birds have retumed to
their nest.

But nobody knows where the
spring has gone.
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Nahe ya, nake,
Yomogi ga soma no
Kirigirisu!
Sugi-yuku aki was
Ge ni zo kanashiki.

Yoshitada

Usu-zumi ni
Kaku tamazusa to
Miyura kana,
Kasumeru sora ni
Kayeru karigane.

Tsumori Kunimoto (1023-1103)

Awa-yuki no ‘
Niwa ni furi-shiki-
-Samuki yo wo
Ta-makura makazu
Hitor1 ka mo nemu?

Yakamochi (d. 785)

Futari-yukedo
Yuki-sugi-gataki
Aki yama wo
Ikade ka kimi ga

- Hitori koye namu?

Princess Daihaku {7th century)

111

The crickets are crying in

the forest where the mugwort
grows. It is so sad to see

the autumn going.

The wild geese are returning
through the hazy sky.

It looks as if a letter has

been written there in pale ink.

in this cold night when the
light snow falls over the
garden, am I to sleep all
alone without any hand to
cradle my head?

It was hard enough for two

of us to cross the autumn
mountain. How could you cross
by yourself alone?

free translations by Eiko Nakamura
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THE VALLEY OF HATSU-SE

for

Soprano, Flute (Alt_o F lute), Clarinet in Bb (Bass Clarinet), ’Cello, and Piano

. Elisabeth Lutyens
Score in C Op. 62 [1965]
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