MALCOLM LIPKIN
CLIFFOROS TOWER

for Wind Quintet and String Trio

In Angevin England, at the time of the ceronotion of Richard the Lionheart, the Jewish population of York - at least five hundred in

number: men, women and children — ciosed their homes and took refuge in Clifford’s Tower from a hideous mob, thirsting for their blood,
and covetous for their possessions. The mab soon surrounded the tower ‘and its capture become certain. Realizing the hopelessness
af their position, most of the Jews kilted themselives, rother than face certain decth at the hands of their jeering oppressors. However,

their remnant, believing life would be spared if it pleaded forzlemency, made its appeal and came out of the tower

In his chronicle of the tragedy, which occurred in 1190, Willia/n of Newbury wrote of the desperation of the hunted, ond the intolerance

of the mob in showing them no mercy, despite their sieas.

“Clifford's Tower" is scored for fiute (doubling piceela), oboe, clorinet, basseon, horn, violin, viola and celle. The work is divided into
three sections, to be ployed without a break. The first, INTO DARKNESS, evokes the evil of the persecutors, and the despair of their
victims. The second section is a THRENQDY for the oppressed; but in the finol section, HYMN TO PEACE, the grim moad gives way

to o new spirit, as "the sun shineth upen the dunghill and is not corrupted.”

"Clifford’s Tower” wos composed in 1977 and first performed by the Nash Ensemble at the 1980 Cheltenhom Festival.

DURATION about 18 minutes

MALCOLM LIPKIN
Pentan, Crowborough Hill,

PLAYING SCORE Crowborough,
Sussex, TNG 2EA, U K.



http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

With movement, J :nz

LLIFFORDS TOWER

— Into darkness —
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