Lovely on the Water

Ramble on an English Folk song for Voices and 'Elastic Ensemble'

N.B. This piece may be sung and played by any number of performers,
using whatever instruments available that fit into each category and
register - preferably with voices but equally well without.

This is the concept of 'elastic scoring' invented by Percy Grainger).




As I walked out one morning
In the spring-time of the year,
I overheard a sailor-boy
Singing to his lady fair.

They sang a song together,

Made the valleys for to ring,

While the birds and the spray in the meadows gay
Proclaimed the lovely spring.

Said Willie unto Nancy
'O we soon must sail away,
For its lovely on the water
To hear the music play.

For our Queen she do want seamen,
So I will not stay on shore,

I will brave the wars for my country
Where them blund'ring cannons roar.'

Poor Nancy fell and fainted,

But soon he brought her to,

For its there they kissed and then embraced,
And talked upon the news.

'Come change your ring with me, my Love,
For we may meet once more,

For there's one above will guard you, Love,
Where them blund'ring cannons roar.'

'Four pounds it is our bounty,
And that must do for thee,
To help the aged parents
While I am on the sea.'

For Tower Hill is crowded

With mothers weeping sore;

For their sons have gone to face the foe
Where them blund'ring cannons roar.
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