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‘Futures not achieved are only branches of the past: dead branches.’
 “Journeys to relive your past?” was the Khan’s question at this point, a 
question which could also have been formulated: “Journeys to recover your 
future?”.’

Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities



Instrumentation

Flute doubling Piccolo

Bass Clarinet in Bb doubling Clarinet in Bb

Piano

Percussion (one player):

Vibraphone (hard sticks, two bows)
Medium and Small Suspended Cymbals (hard sticks, drum sticks, plastic beaters)

Tubular Bells (wooden mallets, wire brushes)

Violin

Violoncello

Performance Notes

The score is notated in C with all instruments written at sounding pitch except  the piccolo which 
sounds one octave higher than written.

The percussion part includes the use of plastic beaters.  These should be the cheap, bendy type 
found in many schools that will produce a weak, tinny sound when used on a cymbal.  The cymbals 
specified are ‘small’ and ‘medium’.  The small cymbal will ideally be a ‘splash’ cymbal.  The 
performer is at liberty to use Chinese cymbals if they so wish.
 In order to allow the Tubular Bells to continue to resonate after the player leaves the 
instrument a weight to hold down the sustain pedal is required.  This can be but in place before the 
piece begins but must be removed by bar 208 (the percussionist’s part suggests a suitable moment 
to do this).
 It is desirable that the percussion instruments should be set up in close proximity  so that the 
player does not move far during the performance.  A suggested layout would be with the two 
cymbals in front of the vibraphone (to the left) so they are playable from the same position as the 
vibraphone and the Tubular Bells to the right of the vibraphone.

DURATION: c. 10’30”
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