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earthward

oh Earth:

we will cherish you

  for you have sculpted the flesh

of our soul, and your song

is the ground of our body's sky.

  The hooves of dusk's shyness

have set alight the silence 

of the sky's leaves

    to gather 

    and scatter

  their own swiftness

like blue ashes. through the quickening 

  of their blaze, Earth's wings hatch

an ocean, blossoming 

  into a moon

    who draws the wind away 

 from the sky, 

earthward in a bright

eclipse of wildflowers.

 Alexia Sloane 2019

Writtten for Voces8 to be premiered at Cadogan hall as part of the BBC Proms.
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