Young One

a song cycle

Music by Deborah Broderick Edwards

Words by Marjorie Lazaro



YOUNG ONE

The Young One went out lightly
saw surfaces, golden or gray
learned from the senses

five

until the sixth

that one of danger, enticed

as the Arabian Nights

dark with rich scents

and silken rustle

suggestions of arcane knowledge

but with no answering echo
from the yet hollow core.

The Young One could conjure
only silhouettes of black tissue
flimsy as morning-dreams
with an aftertaste of night.

BUTTERFLY

Lazy through the summer days

Chacewater Charley rides his one-
wheel bike

down country lanes with hawthorn
and broom

singing his love-song.

On one black wheel on the white
chalk road

he balances

light as a cloud,

twirls and tinkers

with his dance routine.

He has all day
till in the soft black evening
he'll dance for love.

LAD
Who stole the sundial?
Billy Maguire’s to blame.

Who broke the window?
He's the one. It was Billy’s fault..

He's one of those, you know,

people

whose gaudy shirts and greasy
hands

are not like ours -

they're the ones.

They come and go

only here for a day

the hours it takes

to make and dismantle a dazzle
of seedy glamour and risk.



Their ways are hidden.
They have licence.
They are hard to catch.

Oh, it has to be Billy

with his cheeky grin

that says "Come for a thrill,
have you?"

yes, he's the boy.

SPY

His hovel is of wood with holes
in the roof;

rotting posts with cobwebs over

and an earthen floor

secret and mouldy.

How repulsive is his motley dress
of finery and feathers

filthy with muck, dust

and mice.

His hands are meaty as
catchers’ mitts

From within he watches girls
Pass.

CAT BURGLAR

In dangerous black

in the black of night
nameless he finds an entry.

With sure feet and hands
knowing every foothold
he braces strong legs and
spider-like, straddles
while he spins his story
careless of the drop.

The house sleeps.

Its empty spaces echo

the shiver of dreams. The one inside
cries out in terror:

"Thieves! Thieves!"

and stretches out her arms

in foolish delight.

DREAMING THE SHADOW
The long shadow stalks ahead
beyond reach

you but not yet you.

You try to snare it but it’s never still.
From each lamp-post on winter evenings.
it draws out, dims and fades



and springs anew.

Seems like a friend
showing your path

just follow your forebears
mother or father

teacher or guru.

High above the stratosphere
the moon spills its cool brilliance
casts its own shadows.

The moon says

Look to one more intimate;

too familiar to be heeded

it squats misshapen at your feet
its deformities doubtless yours.

you inhabit it easily

it runs as you run
stumbles as you stumble
has no pretence.
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Deborah Broderick Edwards

Butterfly

Lyrics: Marjorie Lazaro
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Deborah Broderick Edwards

Lyrics: Marjorie Lazaro
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and greasy hands are not like ours: they're the ones.
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Lyrics: Marjorie Lazaro

Deborah Broderick Edwards
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Deborah Broderick Edwards

Cat Burglar

Lyrics: Marjorie Lazaro
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Lyrics by Marjorie Lazaro

Dreaming the Shadow

Deborah Broderick Edwards
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