James Moriarty

(Violin Duo)



This piece consists of a series of fragments that are to be performed in the order
presented. In performance, a small pause should be left between each fragment. The
length of this is left to the performers discretion, but should not be longer than is
necessary to clear the air.

Performance Notes:

- In the fragment starting at b. 150, accented notes are to be attacked from off the
string, whilst unaccented notes should begin with the bow on the string

- Square noteheads are used between b. 191-212 to desginate 'totalmente sul pont.'
bowing, whereby air-like sounds with minimal pitch are produced by bowing on
the bridge.

Duration c. 15'

Programme Note:

Much of the direct inspiration for the writing of this piece came from reading a novel by the young Mexican writer Valeria
Luiselli. The novel, entitled ‘Faces in the Crowd’, is written in short fragments, each revealing an insight in to the life of

the author and accumulating to give some sense of narrative development. My own fondness for the musical miniature made
me receptive to such an approach, as it enabled me to expand upon this method of composing to create a sense of one
coherent work. Lurking in the background throughout are a passage from Schumann’s Violin Sonata in D Minor and a hazily
remembered fragment of Pierre Boulez.
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[Repeat b. 91-130, then proceed from b. 194]
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