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Towards Equilibrium

Towards Equilibrium is another in a series of works which reflect my interest in the work and writings of
the painter Paul Klee. My starting point was a section (‘Building a tower’) in Klee’s Pedagogical
Sketchbook: ‘Stone I rests on the foundation stone. This upsets the balance towards left. To equalize,
and causing a new disturbance, stone Il is added to the right. Following this pattern, stone Il pulls
towards left, stone IV equalizes and pulls toward right, etc., until finally the keystone establishes a
definitive equilibrium.” The drawing illustrating this construction is clearly related to his water-colour of
1922 ‘Unstable Equilibrium’.

Towards Equilibrium is not a musical translation of Klee’s work but, rather, applies his ideas to a
musical construction.

Starting from a position of uncertainty (noise), various events emerge, rarely related to each other
except in as much as they exist for while together. They interrupt and overlap each other. Some are
more controlled than others — at times the precise position of the notes relies on decisions made by
the instrumentalists and occasionally the conductor is required to determine the order in which
instruments enter or their dynamics. This creates a fluid and unstable structure — further emphasized
by the spatial separation of high woodwind and brass from the other instruments, as well as each
other. Gradually, common ground emerges through a series of individual crescendos that begin to
come together, culminating in futti chords which end the work.
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Patrick Harrex

Towards equilibrium

directions for performers:

general:
¥ :non-rhythmic fast tremolando
— :hold to end of breath/bow/natural extinction

:hold/ continue to end of line

L :play on sign from conductor

point of entry of (other) notes between dashed barlines
to be determined by the player

wind:

T :key or valve clicks - no tone

electric guitar:

T :above nut

¥ :strike strings/ fingerboard with flat of hand

strings:

? :tremolo, thumb/ finger(s) on belly of instrument (harp on soundboard; piano on closed lid)

a\

:tremolo, with thumb and finger(s) on back of instrument

? :tremolo, with thumb and finger(s) on rib of instrument

:tremolo, with thumb/ finger(s) on tailpiece
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ww/trumpets enter
any time in this bar

keep repeating these notes fast in
groups of 3 to 5 with short rests
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Flutes: from here to bar 62 flutter-tongue optional (but prefrerred where marked)

45

10

L R ® A
E= 3 PR \\MH % | &
| YEREE
® 3 _
BS
N
sl .
.MW fMJ |V\” ﬂMJ Eu_v\\ &
WL UL UL Wi W L . Wl ] . - R AL e
Un fm, 4 il s
= =
200 m
mﬁmw‘ g
M ® —» m A ] §
S &
g 4 :
® I 3 . RUTIEN
B AT T 0 1 O 11 | 1111 o i1l A K -.,w--< ..... 11111
] it v v | |
,m Lwtv J f
iy .M Hﬂm Y .M—. w '._v\\’
m 5 I
) ) ]
< Am \%w/l 3 °
< A 2 a
LRSS SRS g 3
UL s W > wile A bl ¥ =
e rtr---- i HATr---~ FH HATT-5- F HATr---~ Fr--—f-- Annn i et n S T
.m g w“ - uw.fq &
Ixh © IMJ ir.N Wc m H‘ﬂ.—v\\ P Lv\
' e
o —> o @M ¥
g “ E . :
2 RS S 2 A SR b
L 11 I T el
£ e
It | S m s vﬂ
m k\A\W\
L E
s 3
H oww ' ' Q
— p T rmJ 8 An.r\ i
2 R
2 z : N
< 3 :
Kk} 2 QL
LRE 2 \llls H RO _
N N N N N N+ R NP A N N o NP A N NG e n
\ - - d ] /I\l/\l( (l/\'\ . /I\l/\l( (l/\l( - - 74
z z o % 3 2 5 £ g 5 g v z P g g
%] [ = = a O o o £ £ >
o e} wi wi ] > >
o = <
» <



50
r 0

S
h
T
O<i< f
1
|

i
4

S

S
Ja
i
f
k
S

b b
5

@

0

%
u

(@)
—

L

hs
S

Heo
Inyid
}
pr

(p Pboco a poco cresc.)

2
O<: f
S
—r——— f
L
4
f o<f
& i
I 5
1 T
b
%f ,
i 1
i
=
N T T
T
——
u i
Am_
= 0
t H ¥
=
=
T
=
I

P Saliac

NN f |
(S
< "o N w uw

L.v.
LI HV.
$0H 77

By

By A

mf |
i
1
1
T
mf |
i
s
' ;
mf
¥
PN
[ mf
i
& I
g T
T
mf
1
i
1
mf
i
gliss along one stririg with teaspoon
1
h 2 S
5 o
T
&
T
—
-
T
 A—
i
1
o /\/_I
P
— —
P
=
-
T
1
1

o=<
mf
mf

g

mf’
]
I
s
distort
rl
| o™
sC
g
mf
7
1
h
L
1
rl
{
_ :
1
1
1
1
1T =
T I
I I
e —
%
Y
—_

|

"
1

¢l

:mf
vmf
e — mf’
2
CRERNS

AN"4
D)
)
b A
At
[ £an)
AN"4
0
b A
Y 4
[ £an)
ANS"4
)
b A
At
Fan Y
AN"4
D)
o)
J
Z
0
b A
At
Fan Y
ANI"4
)
)
)
Z
)
b A
y 4
[ £anY
b A
y 4
[ £anY
ANI"4
)
)
b A
4%
[ £an)
AN"4

haYy
ey

FL.1

(@]

fe

Fl.2

Cl

Sop. Sax.
Alto Sax.
Tpt.

Tbn

E. Gtr.
Vin. |
Vin.2
Vla



[ £an)

56

2
IV IV el |
R uﬂ A @\www \.Na (NARY 4 ¢

E———f
S

v

e IS

—

yia

g B
P

S

b/
e T
—

=
I \h_“u“ :
D“D' L} *

yial

f

R f E=3

dll|| el Al

2P
)
(@]
[
O
™
'\'.
I
1

distort
e,

AS"s
[
0
yah
{ey
ey
AS"s
[
0
yan
{ey

AS"s
)
)
7
0
AS"s
[
)
i
far
ey
AS"s
[
)
4
(>
to

12

(@]

P

N ——— S —— S—— b
= ~ — % % ] < a o 5 o] o = N ]
z T 0O 3 3 e 2 T < o & g = > g
A o wi wi o > >
o = <
2} <



FL.1

Fl.2

Cl.

Sop. Sax.

Alto Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Hp.

Pno.

E. Gtr.

E. Pno.

Accord.

Vin. |

Vin.2

Vla.

Ve.

conductor indicates to each player in turn (any order) to begin (each time molto cresc.) ;
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take new breath/ bow as needed

[
I
1
PPp cresc
£
I
PPp cresc
i
!
M cresc.
Iy
oK
i
M cresc
i
e
:
M cresc.

m cresc.

Islo]

“f

1

m cresc.

572

|

=
T

Ppp cresc

h e
T
9}

1

h

|
]
o

IW cresc.

b e o
T

9]

1

T

ol T
i 1
g

m cresc.
fo———0
M cresc.

L

Islo]

1f

1

———

ﬂ‘? <o

!

Ppp cresc

b

Ppp cresc.
Ppp cresc.
Ppp cresc.
Ppp cresc.

Nl ] | q
- iy | s i i
o] o] o] o] o] o] o] o] o
Lwﬂ*# _ \MJS:-V_, _ \Ln\r _ \fuv, _ _ A \\c/ \'n\r N ~ ~{ ~ |H| ~{ ~ [ inN0 _ _ \-n\r LQH_ I H _ _ _ \
\ 1 ] ] ] f ‘
il i e e ¢ Bl @)l e ( &) A R
N NP N N N N DN A N AN NP N A N N e § oL 0
\ L < 7 S 7 s
= ~ G g g & s ~ & g
e c = _.m I £ Wn S >

Sop. Sax.
Alto Sax.
E. Gtr.
E.Pno.
Accord.
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