
 

Three Dreams at the End 
Low Voice and Guitar 

 

Henry McPherson 

2017-19 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Dreams at the End is a short cycle of three surreal songs for low voice and guitar, with spoken prologue, written for my dear friend Peter. 

A wounded figure (perhaps a priest, a soldier, a father, a convict, an old man, a warrior) stumbles into an ancient wood. 

As he waits for the end, three visions rise before him. 

He greets them as old friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

Prologue 

 

Spoken: 

Quickslip under the viperbell tongue 

(the nettles by the brookedge wood) I ran 

with dewy sparrow eyes in hawk to watchling while 

and gathered by the treeroot’s leafing down  

a handcup dirt, full wet and claytrench gnarl and beetlebrown, 

and calling tawny tones up into not cold skykites care  

but forestflying breezes, marl, and through to ferning ground – 

and something ancient smiled unlockingly, 

and I well then have opened to a blossomcore 

and cut in kernel flesh a deepening me forth earthdown grown 

and waited, swaying shalefeel in the rusting leaves, 

as into sweeting sapwells poured the barkash kin 

of oldwhere and of whitecountry,  

and crowning Bel there whisperlings adored, 

and there my greening body birthing shyly  

by the Duirtree crest to heal before my lord. 
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