Commissioned by the Ulster Orchestra Society

The stars, the seas
for orchestra with SATB choir (2011)

In memory of Claire Gilmer

lan Wilson
(1964)



Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

Oboe

Cor anglais

2 Clarinets in Bb (2. dbl. Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2. dbl. Contrabassoon)

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (2):

Bass Drum / Cymbals / Snare Drum / Whip / Tam-tam /
Xylophone / Glockenspiel / Tubular Bells / Lion's Roar /
Cabasa / Hi-hat / Anvil

Strings

No sun, no moon

On hushed beds of billowed dark,
slow shadows rest wide-eyed,
recumbent in deep thoughtfulness
of sleep. Above, the quick rush on,
out-pace the wind: fine-tuned,
high-charged, aeolian.

No sun, no moon - just submerged
dim Morse of darting stars number
glory-days' strewn treasures as they
sink in fine sediments of time.

Life fades too fast, so fleet of foot
and water-walking, but lift again

a dainty lid and dawn once more
ascends in bright notes parisiennes
to where all is light and speed and air
as it races for the shore.

Helen Pizzey, 2011
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