The Garden of Forking Paths
for Ensemble for New Music Tallinn

Elo Masing (2021)

Instrumentation:

Flute/Piccolo

Clarinet in E-flat/Bass Clarinet
Piano/Keyboard sampler + speaker
Violin

Viola

Cello

Characteristics of sections:
A —insistent

B — very insistent

C — subdued melodrama

C’ — boisterous, bordering on frantic
D —alert

D’ —alert

E — extremely insistent

F — subdued frenzy

F’ — frantic

G — melting

G’ — listening to nature

H —intense longing

Q — bending time-space

Q' — time stops warm



Most of the sections in the piece last ca. 30", with the exception of D (40”), F’ (40-45”), G (40”’), Qand Q" (50” —60”’) and
H (at least 90”)

Material in boxes is to be repeated for the duration of a section. If precise number of repeats is desired, it is indicated with
repeat barlines and additional instructions.

Metronome marks are just guidelines, to give a feel of the speed of the material, not to be followed religiously.
At times, different instruments/instrument groups have different metronome marks simultaneously.

Quick stagger entries are mostly fine in starting all sections, it’s not important who is first.
Only when Keyboard sample starts section, it should clearly be first.

Piano preparations:

Blue-tack

Credit card

1 hard round plastic object, e.g. handle of screw driver

Keyboard sound should be localised and come from one speaker near the piano. The samples should be carefully balanced
to blend with the rest of the instruments.



The labyrinth of possibilities:

One proposed path to execute the piece: A-B-C-D-Q-B-C’-D’-E-F’-G’-Q’-D’-E-F-G-H (duration c. 12’)



Transposing score

The Garden of Forking Paths

Elo Masing (2021)
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@Section D ends when Bass Clarinet has finished her part.

J=84- 92, fluctuating meter, very alert
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On Left Hand's glissando, Right Hand freely improvises, using the given phrases as
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D =c. 160 for everyone except Viola « = c. 56 for everyone
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