Commissioned by the Belgrade Strings
with funds from the Arts Council of Ireland

Sullen earth

for violin and string orchestra (2005) lan Wilson

(*1964)

Note:

the Solo Violin and Violins 1, 3, 4, 6 and 7 must tune their lowest strings up a semitone to G sharp;
Violas 1 and 2 and Cellos 2 and 3 must tune their lowest strings up a semitone to C sharp.

The notes in the score show the sounding notes, but the parts show the fingered notes - therefore

any notes on string IV in the parts of the above instruments will sound a semitone higher then written.

Also, Violins 3, 4 and 5, Viola 2 and Cello 2 use ordinary mutes while Violins 6, 7 and 8, Viola 3 and
Cello 3 use heavy rubber practice mutes.

String orchestra:

8 Violins

3 Violas

3 Cellos

1 Double Bass

Duration c. 13 minutes
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