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(The Traveller)



CHRISTOPHER BEARDSLEY
STRING QUARTET No. 2
(The Traveller)

String Quartet No.2 (The Traveller) was awarded the accolade of
Honourable Mention in the Second Zoltan Kodaly International
Composers’ Competition in Budapest, December 2002

My Second String Quartet is based on Walter de la Mare’s poem The
Traveller, which depicts a journey through a visionary landscape. The twelve
sections of the poem trace the approach of a man towards death and towards the
moment when the dreams and fantasies of his lifetime must be abandoned.
Although not strictly adhered to in the quartet, the different sections of the poem can
be summarised as follows:

1. A horse-borne traveller arrives where he sees a mysterious landscape.
2. A nocturnal descent towards the strangely smooth surface.

3. The approach continues throughout the day with the landscape being seen in
more detail.

4. Apprehensively, the traveller arrives at the plain.

5. In a dream the traveller sees himself as ‘Earth’s Envoy’.

6. An agonised awakening to a hostile environment.

7. A gallop from a nameless horror.

8. An access of peace.

9. A vision of other worn-out travellers.

10. The journey continues with Death near.

11. He prays, and sees an image of himself.

12. Death.

Duration 17 minutes

(*) Note to performers: The last note in the piece should give the impression that
another note is to follow. This effect may be achieved by using a down bow on the
imaginary (silent) note on the first beat of the next bar.

First performed on July 3rd 2004 by the Alba Quartet in St. Mary’s Church,
Lothbury as part of the 2004 City of London Festival.
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