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Christopher Beardsley
“The stretched metre of an antique song”

Instrumentation
Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in B flat
Bassoon

Harp

Piano

2 Violins

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

The score is notated in C

Duration: approximately 8 minutes

Programme note

In May (1818) Keats’ poem Endymion: A Poetic Romance was published. It bore on the title page the motto “The stretched
metre of an antique song”, a quotation from Shakespeare’s Sonnet 17 and reportedly one of Keats' favourite lines from the bard.
Stretched metre suggests that the metre of the line in old poems was irregular, or perhaps too long, whilst antique as well as
meaning old, could have a secondary meaning of bizarre, odd, slightly insane. Taking this as a lead the work takes an “ancient”
song (Dowland’s “My thoughts are winged”) and uses it as source material for the piece. The choice of song is deliberate as the
opening lines “My thoughts are wing’d with hopes, my hopes with love, Mount love unto the Moone” link perfectly with the legend

of Endymion and Selene, the goddess of the moon.

“Stretched metre” derives its harmony and melodic lines from the opening four notes of the Dowland song together with the six
notes sung to the words “Mount love unto the Moone”. The song becomes more distinct as the piece progresses and is quoted in
the closing section of the piece, ending on the phrase “Mount love unto the Moone”.

“Stretched metre” consists of three main sections interspersed with three brief interludes. Each interlude focuses on the different
instrumental groups i.e. woodwind, strings, and piano and harp, and provides the melodic ideas for the subsequent section. The
work is prefaced with a short introduction and closes with a short coda.

Performance note
The string ad libitum sections in the opening section should not synchronise with regard to the tempo in the other parts. They
should be played fast but at the player's own chosen speed.
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A little slower
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