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Strange Bridge

Three Poems of Edward Thomas

The Bridge
Will You Come?
For These

First performed by John Lofthouse on 5th March 2022 at Steep church

duration c¢. 7 mins
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¢ Other settings by John Hawkins of poems by Edward Thomas

'The Unknown Bird' (voice with flute, viola and harp, ¢. 10 mins) consists of three settings
('Like the Touch of Rain', 'Out in the Dark' and 'The Unknown Bird'). It was first performed
in 1980 and published by Comus Edition.
The cycle was was also performed by baritone John Lofthouse in Steep church near Thomas's home
in Marcg 2022 with the Aurora Trio.

'For These' (SATB choir, ¢. 5 mins)
Commissioned and often performed by the Manchester choir Alteri, this setting
interweaves the words of the Te Deum with 'For These' by Edward Thomas.

* Other works for solo voice by John Hawkins:

Before and After (baritone and piano c.7 mins)
Two poems by Isaac Rosenberg, poet and artist, killed in WWI: "My Days' (written
before the war) and 'Dead Man's Dump' written from experience in 1917.

The Dong with a Luminous Nose (baritone and solo clarinet, ¢. 15 mins)

A dramatic, poignant, and ultimately tragic, setting of the Edward Lear poem.

Recorded with Steve Dummer, clarinet and Aidan Smith, baritone, on

Claudio Records CC6045-2.

‘... as I listened I realised for the first time that Lear’s words are far from nonsensical if
treated as a serious tale of loneliness and loss.’— MUSIC WEB INTERNATIONAL 2020

Portions of Eternity (mezzo soprano and piano, ¢. 7 mins)
Three poems by William Blake
‘The Bard’, ‘Thel’ and ‘Rintrah Roars’

Friulian Songs (mezzo soprano and piano, ¢. 5 mins)
Two songs in the lovely Friulian language (closely related to Italian) which makes for
delightful, bitter-sweet lyrics.

Envoi (high voice and string orchestra, ¢. 12 mins)s
Poems about death, but ending in calm, by four Elizabethan poets
— Quarles, Tichborne, Southwell and Shakespeare.

Voices from the Sea (tenor with string orchestra, c. 18 mins)

words by working merchant seamen.

First performed by Martyn Hill with the Divertimenti string orchestra at St John Smith Square
and recorded on Meridian CDE 84496. Published by Comus Edition.

‘... a stunning song cycle’— THE STRAD 2003



The Bridge

JOHN HAWKINS 2021

EDWARD THOMAS March 1915
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EDWARD THOMAS March 1915

Will you come?

JOHN HAWKINS 2021
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For These [Prayer]

JOHN HAWKINS 2021

EDWARD THOMAS July 1915%*
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*Edward Thomas enlisted in the English army in July 1915 and was killed in 1917
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