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for tenor recorder, panflute, viola,
accordion and percussion

5 minutes

Fintan O'Hare



This piece explores the soft sounds of these instruments, using a small set of gestures which repeat and change.

November 2019

Percussion (indicated in score and part for the first few pages)

1 ceramic mug high (played with plastic chopsticks) pitch approx. B5

2 ceramic mug low (played with plastic chopsticks) approx. D5

3 woodblock (always using a rubber mallet)

4 medium sized cowbell (with cloth inside to dampen sustain where specified, use plastic chopsticks for playing)

5 large wooden guiro (long thin wood stick, either a single hit or where notated with a notched gliss line see below for technique)
6 paper on paper (continuous circular motion for full duration of note)

7 fine sandpaper (continuous circular motion)
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Guiro when notated with a notched gliss line: lay guiro in front, hold stick firmly at base and scrape in a single motion left to
right while moving base towards body, producing a rising pitch:

Tenor recorder
Vocalisations through the instrument are whispered and written in the International Phonetic Alaphabet:

ou as in go, @ as in apple, i as in seed, 1 as in it, A as in strut

Panflute

Diamond noteheads indicate very airy with a small amount of pitch

Hollow diamond noteheads indicate air only, starting with a "T" consonant and changing the vowel shape to produce a rising gliss
(indicated in score) - blow over edge of instrument without producing pitch

Viola

Diamond noteheads indicate dampening by placing all four fingers on the string, the written note being the highest note fingered -
producing a soft scratching where the fingered pitch should not be heard

Sul pont. in this case should be very scratchy

Accordion

The purpose of the register changes in the right hand is to have a mellow and darker sound in almost all pitch material apart from
the highest pitches, which should be brighter. Right hand register changes should be without audible clicks, unlike in the left hand
which are percussive effects.

General notes and amplification:
All dynamics are sounding and the relative volume between players is important. pppp should be so quiet that the instrument is hardly speaking

All instruments should be amplified to a comfortable yet soft listening volume, use close mikes where possible and send to stereo speakers
with a small amount of panning corresponding to the layout of the players on the stage

Amplification would not be necessary in a small and quiet room
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