
Praise the Lord, 

O My Soul

Garrett O'Brien



The original manuscript was written in short score. The present edition is 

laid out for 4-part choir (SATB) with Organ accompaniment with pedals. 

There were additional pencilled notes, presumably added by the composer 

during rehearsals, which suggest that he was in the process of revising his 

ideas at certain points in the score, namely bars 4, 5, 25. As these appear 

conjectural, the present editor has not amended the original text. 

However, of particular note were the following:

Lightly pencilled re-workings of the ending from bar 52 in the organ part, 

which decorate the rather static minim suspensions. This is shown as an 

alternative ending in the score.

In Bars 43 and 51 the organ RH minim chord is written 1 beat shorter

than the LH and pedal. The resulting emphasis on the choir's discord

might have been intentional. However it is equally possible that the composer 

forgot to put a dot in after the minim! The performer must use their discretion.

The composer's removal of the last two beats of bar 39, in order to heighten the 

impact of choir entry in bar 40. The performer must similarly use their discretion.

  

Other points of note:

Bar 16: the composer tied the chord over from bar 15.

Bar 35 the organ pedal was altered from G to Eb.

Bar 50 the organ pedal was altered from G to A.

There were no Organ registrations indicated except the general instruction at the 

beginning and an instruction for Solo (LH) at bar 7. It is not clear when the 

solo part ends, but it is probably at the end of bar 8.

The dynamic markings throughout are rather sparse. A few editorial 

suggestions have been inserted in parenthesis at the following bars:

3,5,7,11,12,14,18,27,28,29,32,34,35,36,40,44,45,48,50,54. These can 

of course be ignored or altered at the discretion of the performer.

  

Rupert Bond
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Psalm 104 vv 1-5; 24

Praise the Lord, O My Soul

Garrett O'Brien

for Jeremy Wordsworth, Succentor of Southwark
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