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Scene: Platform 10— Clapham Junction. Enter NIGEL, typical trainspotter —
wearing anorak with hood done up, carrying notebook and rucksack with thermos
flask, sandwiches etc. He is agitated, he has just been insulted offstage.

NIGEL: Sad?! I’'m not sad!
Don’t call me a nerd, don’t call me an anorak.
This is my station, my Clapham Junction.
Yes, I watch wagons roll. I collect numbers.
All you’ll collect is parking tickets and dandruff!
And I don't wear this when I go to parties
and I don’t go spotting every day.
Bugger off and leave me alone!

Enter GERALD. He rushes on, wearing similar garb.

GERALD: No, I’ve only just got here. Nigel, are you alright?
Singing to yourself is the first sign of madness.

NIGEL.: Gerald, I......

GERALD: Sorry, so sorry I'm late. My thermos flask was leaking
And my wife demanded sex just as I was leaving.

NIGEL: So glad you came, Gerald.

GERALD: Thanks, Nigel.

NIGEL: Anyway....

GERALD: As you were saying.

NIGEL: As I was saying.

You know the story....take out the notebook,
jot down a number.

GERALD: Which number?



NIGEL:

GERALD:

NIGEL:

BOTH:

57251.7.52 from Croydon, One minute late.
Ooo0o0!

Then it starts. Sly looks...sniggers....whispers:
‘Nerd, anorak, sad git....’

‘Get a life!’

We’ve got a life! We’re rail fans!

We’ve seen change from steam to diesel to electric.
We’ve got a life! We’re rail fans!

We’ve seen name plates change to numbers

We’ve seen stations bite the dust.

Gone the days of the great express trains.

Ah! The expresses! The ‘Coronation Scot’.

The ‘Cornish Riviera’. Mighty engine!

Ah! ‘The Bluebell’. Standard gauge, ‘P’ class 323.

Enter LISA — a dramatic looking woman, carrying a red bag and reading ‘Anna

Karenina’ intently.

GERALD: fo NIGEL

BOTH:

NIGEL:

GERALD:

NIGEL:

BOTH:

GERALD:

NIGEL:

GERALD:

Mmm, excellent book: ‘Anna Karenina’ by

Tolstoy.

Yes, I know.

Did you know: Tolstoy died in 1910 on a small station in
the middle of Russia, waiting for the Trans-Siberian
railroad?

Moscow to Vladivostok.

Amazing! The longest railway in the world.

Do you think she’s been to a funeral?

No, probably an actress.

Or an opera singer.

GERALD goes back to trainspotting, underlining lists in a notebook with a ruler.
NIGEL starts to watch LISA.

LISA: reading

He has gone, it is over!



Anna poured her usual dose of opium.

He has gone, it is over.

She must restore his love, but how?

She must die. Finish the opium and die.
Who’s that?

Anna looked in the mirror.

Saw the swollen face.

Scared, glittering eyes staring at her.
He..he..was kissing her neck, her shoulders,
but he was gone, it was over.

I’m out of my mind, I love him, No! I hate him.
I will punish him, he must suffer.

The station, the train leaves at eight.

Meet him, tell him how much I hate him.

Anna picked up her little red bag.

On the platform Anna looked around her.
Why? Why had she come?

The train whistle screamed,

the engine hissed a steam-filled sigh.
Anna knew what she must do.

I will have my revenge! Revenge!

He’s not coming He isn’t here! Revenge!

LIS A gets up, leaving her book on the bench. She is dangerously close to the edge
of the platform. NIGEL picks up the book and shouts after her.

NIGEL.: Excuse me, erm, your book!

NIGEL starts reading the book, and is hypnotized.

LISA and NIGEL.: Anna looked at the carriages, the screws, the chains,
the cast iron wheels slowly moving up the platform.

LISA: Punish him, punish him! Escape, escape from myself.

NIGEL: After the first wheel had past she would jump.

LISA: She would jump.

NIGEL: She tried to leave her red bag. This delayed the jump.

LISA: Now, now, the gap is right. (She drops her bag)

LISA and NIGEL: Put out the light when there’s nothing more to look at



They are both very near the edge of the platform. GERALD looks up, notices and

shouts:
GERALD: Too near the edge! Move back!
GERALD rushes over and tentatively guides them back from the edge of the
platform.
Nigel — are you okay?
NIGEL: A powerful book. We got carried away.
to LISA What’s your name.
LISA: Lisa. What’s yours?
NIGEL: Nigel.

to GERALD, sheepish Lisa and I got carried away.

GERALD: Thank God the 8.05 is running late,
You’d both be dead.

NIGEL: taking flask from rucksack Lisa, cup of tea?
LISA: shaken I don’t know what happened.
NIGEL: Egg sandwich?

GERALD: taking a book out of his bag This’ll calm us down.

LISA: reading the title ‘The Last Days of Steam’

GERALD: picks up ‘Anna Karenina’ Dangerous, very dangerous.
NIGEL: to LISA Exciting...

GERALD: Nigel!

LISA: Nigel.

They pull up their hoods and have tea and sandwiches. The 8.05 rattles past.
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Scene: Platform 10 - Clapham Junction Station - the present.
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Enter NIGEL, typical trainspotter - wearing anorak with hood done up, carrying notebook and rucksack with thermos flask, sandwiches etc.
He is agitated, he has just been insulted offstage.
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Enter GERALD. He rushes on, wearing similar garb.
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The 8.05 rattles past.

They pull up their hoods, have tea and sandwiches.
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