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Performance note

          

Although “Pentecost” can be sung by a full choir it could also be sung by a choir and semi-chorus, if space 

and numbers allow. The latter could be in a different part of the performance space or even hidden. If this 

is practicable then the sections  A to B, C to D, E to F, G to H, I to J, K to L and M to N are to be performed 

by said semi-chorus. The semi-chorus should also sing at letter L and N.

CHRISTOPHER BEARDSLEY

"Pentecost (Veni, Sancte Spiritus)" is a setting of the Scottish poet 

James Montgomery's "Pentecost" which is juxtaposed with the 

Gregorian chant "Veni, Sancte Spiritus"  (Come, Holy Spirit), see page 3

Lord God, the Holy Ghost,

In this accepted hour,

As on the day of Pentecost,

Descend in all thy power.

We meet with one accord

Within this hallowed place,

And wait the promise of our Lord,

The Spirit of all grace.

Like mighty rushing wind

Upon the waves beneath,

Move with one impulse every mind;

One soul, one feeling breathe;

The young, the old inspire

With wisdom from above;

And give us hearts and tongues of fire,

To pray, and praise, and love.

Spirit of light, explore

And chase our gloom away,

With lustre shining more and more

Unto the perfect day.

Spirit of truth, be Thou,

In life and death, our guide:

O Spirit of adoption, now

May we be sanctified. 

James Montgomery (1771-1854)

Duration c4 minutes
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