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PROGRAMME NOTE

INSTRUMENTATION

Oboe (= Cor Anglais)

Soprano Saxophone (=Alto Saxophone)

Percussion (2 players)

Player 1: Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Chinese Cymbal, 

(wood sticks and brushes required), Marimba (medium sticks),

2 Cowbells, 3 Jamblocks

Player 2:

Vibraphone - motor always off (medium sticks normally, 

softer sticks / bows where indicated), Hi-Hat, Splash Cymbal,

Kick Drum

Piano

Double Bass

Electronics 

(triggered live a simple part for midi-keyboard with weighted keys

connected to the Max patch for the piece.)

Duration: 12 minutes ca.

e score is notated in C

e title and cover image make reference to the works of the great master composers of Organum

from the Notre Dame school in the 12th and 13th centuries, Pérotin and Leonin. While getting 

to know these beautiful vocal works, I came across the remarkable recordings of David Munrow on his 

disc Music of the Gothic Era, in which the cantus firmus or plainchant of the organum is frequently

doubled with bells. 

While this practice is now considered historically dubious, it was of great inspiration to me in 

composing this work: the ensemble frequently intones melodic fragments in rhythmic unison and

in parallel (or near-parallel) harmony, as if coalescing into a set of bells. e electronics likewise

explore this idea even further.

No literal quotation of either plainchant melody or the decorative upper voices of in Leonin

and Perotin’s organa occurs in this piece, but frequent reference to their melodic style and 

rhythmic modes may be heard throughout.

Organum was commissioned by the Workers Union Ensemble with support from the PRS 

for Music Foundation, and premiered in Southampton on October 28, 2013. e London

Premiere was given by the ensemble at LSO St. Luke's on 9 November 2013.
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Sop. Sax.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.
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Sop. Sax.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.
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Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.
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Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2
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Db.
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I
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°

mf f

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

7

8

2

4

6

8

&

>

>

5

&

>

>

5

/

Susp. Cymbals

∑

>

∑

/

(Cowbells/Jamblocks)

> >

>

> >

/

SPLASH CYMBAL

Hi Hat

Kick Dr.

&

>

>

œ

&

∑ ∑

”“

&

∑ ∑

&

>

>

> > > > >

3 3

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑

>

/

> > >

&

∑

o +

&

>

“: ;
>

”“

&

>

>

?

>

∑

&

>
>

>
>

?

bass harmonic + filtering

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ#
™

œ
™

œb
™ œb ™

œb ™
œn
™

œb ™

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ

œ
œ#

J

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ# ™

œ
™

œb
™ œb ™

œ
™

œn ™
œb
™

Œ

™ œ
™

‰

œ œ

œ

‰

œ

œ œ

œ
™

œ
™

œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ œ

‰ ‰

Œ

™
‰

œ

œ

œ
™

‰

œ œ œ

œ

Œ

™

Œ
™

Œ

œ

œ

œ

J

Œ
™

Œ

œ

J

œ

œn

#
œ

œ

œ

œ#

#

œ

œ

#
œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ#

# œ

œ

œ

œ

#
œ

œ#

# œ

œ

œ

œ

#

#

J

œ

œ#

#
œ

œn

#
œ

œ#

# œ

œ

™
™

˙<b>
Œ
™

˙<b> Œ
™

Œ

™

œ

‰

œ œ œ œ

Œ Œ
™

Œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰ ‰

œ œ

Ó

œ

j

œ

Œ

™
‰ œ œ ≈

˙

˙
˙ ™™

™™

™™ œ

œ
œ ™

™

™

‰ Œ
™

‰

œ

œ
œ

œ#

J
‰

˙

˙b ™™

™™
œ

œ ™

™

‰ Œ
™

‰

œ
œ

œ

n

J

‰

‰

œ

œ

#

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

™

™

™

œ

œ

œ

™

™

™

œ

œ

œ

™

™

™
‰

˙

˙#

#
™™
™™

œ

œ

™
™ œ

œ

#

#

J

œ

œ

#
œ

œ#

#
œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

Ó

œ ™ œ

Œ

=

16



°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.
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Pno.

Db.
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Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

mf fff f ff ff

J
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mp ff f ff f

f

p mf
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fff mf f ff

Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

f mf
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∑ ∑
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∑ ∑
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Œ
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°

¢

°
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{

Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

ff pp

K

138

f pp

p

°

pp

mf ppp

p

pp p pp mp

°

mf p mp p f ff

ppp

6

8

3

8

6

8

6

8

3

8

6

8

6

8

3

8

6

8

6
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3

8

6
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6
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3

8

6
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6
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3

8

6
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6
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3
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8

3

8

6
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6

8

3
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6
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6

8

3

8
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8

&

>

>

>

∑ ∑ ∑

5

&

>
>

>

∑ ∑ ∑

5

/

(Cowbells/Jamblocks)

>

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

>

œ
™

&

Vibes

∑ ∑ ∑

/

(Kick Dr.)

>

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

”“

∑

”“

&

∑

hold with middle Ped.

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑

-

> -
.

>

?

∑
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> sul pont.

o
>

o

- .

ord.

molto
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>

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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°

¢

{

Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

p mf f

L

144

pp mp mf

mp

ppp p

°

p

p pp mp

p mp pp

p p mf
p mf

9

8

6

8

9

8

6

8

9

8

6

8

9
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8

9

8

6
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8
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∑ ∑
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∑
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∑ ∑
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∑ ∑
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∑ ∑
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∑
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œ
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&

(Vibes)

.

∑

dead stroke

.

dead 

stroke

.
dead 

stroke

.

ord.

.

/

(Kick Dr.)
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°

¢

{

Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

mp
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p
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pp mf

mp mf f

p

pp mp

mp f
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sfp sfp ff f ff

much filtering and noise
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(Kick Dr.)
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

hold with middle Ped.

but bring off at rest

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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>
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∑
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>

?

sul pont.

> >

ord.

>

sul pont.
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>
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>

>

SAMPLE TRIGGER
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Ob.

Sop. Sax.

Perc 1.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

ff

M
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f fff
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ppp p

°
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f ppp

f
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f fff
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8
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8
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?
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>
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Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

mp
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f
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°
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Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.
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8
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8
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8
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Loud cathedral bell on these pitches
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Elec.

bell sounds, heavy filtering,

fragments of organum texture,

some white noise

q = 100
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Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

p mf p

O
169

f ff mf ff p

mf

mp hold Ped. until 

resonance has 

completely faded

°

f ff f p

hold Ped. until resonance has 

completely faded

°

ff

Elec.

172

5

4

4

4

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

4

4

2

2

2

2

2

2

& X
∑

U

ELECTRONIC INTERLUDE Ob. +

S. Sax.

when this phrase is heard proceed to next bar
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Ob.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Elec.

mp

molto espress.

mf p mf pp pp f ff mp p

P
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° ø ° ø

p

p

Ob.

Elec.

mf f

p subito 
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Perc. 2
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Elec.

mp mf

f

195

mp mf p

mf

ø ø ø ø ø
f mf p

f ff

mf

ø ø ø ø ø

mp

mf

pp

Ob.

Alto Sax.

Perc. 2

Elec.

p pp f

p subito

199

p

espress.

mp p pp

pp

°

Ob.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

f

R

203

mp f

ø ø

f

ø

mp ff

ø

ff mf ff f

mf

°

f p

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

4

4

3

4

2

2

3

2

2

2

3

4

3

2

2

2

3

4

3

2

2

2

3

4

3

2

2

2

3

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

&

>

3

>

33 3 3 3

/

damp

∑ ∑

&

(Vibes)

>

.

∑

3

6

&

>

“: ;

∑ ∑

3

&

>
-

∑ ∑

3

&

>

?

∑ ∑

3

&

∑ ∑

>

3

3

3

3
3

&

3
3

3 3

&

∑

3

∑

3

3

&

(Vibes)

∑ ∑ ∑

3

&

>

3

>

>

3

>

3

.

3

6

3 3 3

&

take Cor Anglais

.

∑

3

&

(Vibes)

3 >

>

3

3

3
5

&

>

3 3 5

3

&

>

3

&

>

3

Ó

œ#

œ
œ

œ#

œ

J

œ
œ

J

œ œ

œ# œ
œ#

œ#
œ# œ

˙# œ

œ#
œ#

J

œ#

æææ
˙
™™

ææ
æ

œ

J
ææ
æ

˙

Œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

#

n

#

œ

œ

œ

#

n
œ

œ

œn

n

n

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

n œ

œ

œ

j

‰ ‰

œ
œ#

œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ

œ

J

‰ Œ Œ

œ

œ#

#

œ

œ
œ

#

#
#

œ

œ#

#

œ

œ
œ

œ

#

n

n
n

J

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

#

#

˙

˙ ™

™

œ

œ

œ

#

#

#
œ#

œ

œ

J

œ

œ
œn ˙

˙

˙n
™

™

™

œ

œ
œ

œb

j

œ
œn œ

œ
™

œ

œb ™ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

œ

œ#

# œ

œ

œ

œ

#

œ

œ#

#

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

#

#

œb
œn

œn
œ# œ

œn

œ œ

J

œ# ™ œ

J

‰ Œ Œ

œb
œb ˙ ˙

œ w

Ó ‰ ‰

œ

j

œ
œ#

œ œ

˙# ˙ œ
Œ

œb

œb Œ

˙b

œ

œ

n

n

œ

œ

b

b

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

n

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œb

n
œ

œ

n œ

œ

œ

œ

n
œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

n
˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ#

#

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

˙

˙

˙

˙

œ# ˙
™

Œ

˙
œ

œ

J

œ

J

‰ Œ

œb

J

œb

œb œ

œb

b
œ

œ

b
œ

œb

b

j

œ

œb

b

≈

œb ™

j

œ

œb

n

œb
œb

œ
œb

œb
œn

œb
œb

œb
œ

‰

œ
œ#

n

j

Œ ‰

œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

J

œ
œb œb

œb
œ

œb
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

œb
œ

œb
œb

œ
œb

œb
œb

œ

Œ ‰

œ

œ

b

n

J

Œ ‰

œ

œ

b

b

J

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

J

˙b ˙
™

‰
œ
œ
#

J

Œ ‰
œ#

J

œ œ

œ#
œ# œ

œ
™

˙ œ

j

‰ ‰

œ

j

=

=

26



{

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

C. A.

Perc. 2

Pno.

Db.

Elec.

mf p mp
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ø

legato Ped. each chord

mf

° ø

mf p
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legato Ped.

(for phrasing and sustain - no overlapping resonance)
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C. A.

Perc. 2
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C. A.

Alto Sax.
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Poco meno mosso, *essibile q = 93ca.T
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