
Night

for SSAATB choir

Christopher Beardsley



3

Night 

“Now welcome, night.” 

Profound, distant, rich, jewel-hung night 

Spearing stars, glinting, glistening. 

  

Hide-and-seek moon; 

Full. – Glaring, blaring on harvest home, 

Icy pond; shadow, half-shadow. 

  

Chimney-moan wind. 

Pitter, pattering roof-top rain 

Rhythmed sleep-forgotten music. 

  

Night borrowers. 

Star desirous flutter-down moth, 

Silent winged, owl-hoot darkness. 

  

Darkness falling, falling to 

Silence. 

 © The composer 

  

The Starlight Night 

Look at the stars! look, look up at the skies! 

O look at all the fire-folk sitting in the air! 

The bright boroughs, the circle-citadels there! 

Down in dim woods the diamond delves! the elves’-eyes! 

The grey lawns cold where gold, where quickgold lies! 

Wind-beat whitebeam! airy abeles set on a flare! 

Flake-doves sent floating forth at a farmyard scare! — 

Ah well! it is all a purchase, all is prize. 

  

Buy then! bid then! — What? — Prayer, patience, alms, vows. 

Look, look: a May-mess, like on orchard boughs! 

Look! March-bloom, like on mealed-with-yellow sallows! 

These are indeed the barn; withindoors house 

The shocks. This piece-bright paling shuts the spouse 

Christ home, Christ and his Mother and all his hallows. 

  

Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Duration: approximately 7 minutes

  

NIGHT begins with a setting of my own words, which are influenced by brief quotations

(or, more generally, misquotations) from many sources. This has the effect of hearing

the words as if in a dream. For instance, the opening words “Now, Welcome Night” are

taken from Spenser’s “Epithalamion” and “Star desirous flutter-down moth” can be

attributed to Shelley in his To —, One Word is Too Often Profaned.

 

“The desire of the moth for the star 

Of the night for the morrow” 

  

 The second section is a setting of Gerard Manley Hopkins’ poem “The Starlight Night”.
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Slowly with a sense of expectation (q=c48)

Slowly with a sense of expectation (q=c48)

2. The Starlight Night

77

Gerard Manley Hopkins
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beam! air y- a beles- on a flare!

f

Flake

p  light

doves-

?

air y- a beles- set on a flare!

f

Flake

p  light

doves-
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sent floa ting- - - forth a
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f

farm -
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‹
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yard- scare!—

∑

Ah

mf unis.

well! it

poco marcato

is all a
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‹
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is all a

&

#

poco marcato
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poco rit.

poco rit.

A tempo (<e=e>)

A tempo (<e=e>)
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Slower (<q.=q> approximately)

Slower (<q.=q> approximately)
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8
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8
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8
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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‹
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∑ ∑
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&

Look,
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look, look:
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Look,
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mf
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‹
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f
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&
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Look! Look!
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