Derek B Scott

Motorcycle Michael, Op. 9

for narrator, chamber orchestra & two pianos

(+ audience participation)



Motorcycle Michael, Op. 9 (1979)

(Words by Steve Davis, music by Derek B. Scott)

Motorcycle Michael was commissioned by the organizers of the Milton Keynes February
Festival. It was completed in December 1979 and first performed in February 1980 by
Johnny Morris (narrator) and the Milton Keynes Chamber orchestra. It is scored for the
same forces as The Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saéns, but with a harmonica
(mouth organ) instead of a glass harmonica. I confess to stealing the ‘cat chasing a
mouse’ episode from violinist Peter Cropper’s performance at a cabaret evening given by
the Lindsay String Quartet. The policeman’s appearance is heralded by the combination
of two now-forgotten TV themes, Dixon of Dock Green and Z Cars.

Derek B. Scott

Forces required:

Wind: Flute/Piccolo, Clarinet (Bb), Harmonica (a keyboard on a reed setting could
substitute).

Percussion (2 players).

Player 1: Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Tam-tam.

Player 2: Xylophone, 3 Timpani, Bass Drum.

2 Pianos.

Strings: Violins 1 & 2, Violas, Cellos, Doubles Basses (which must either have a D
extension, or tune the lowest string down to D).

Narrator/Vocalist.

Audience divided into two and, sometimes, four groups.
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MOTORCYCLE MICHAEL

SLOW J =50

for narrator, young audience and chamber orchestra

Derek B Scott
Op. 9 (1979)
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Yes, [ remember the day well. Yes. The sun, disappearing behind thick
cloud, had smiled its last pale smile and said goodnight. The damp of a
wet day was drying out slowly. Street lights appeared.

Somewhere,
a dog barked.
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Bass needs extension or must tune down to 'D'

© Derek B Scott, Todmorden, UK
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oh, what? Can I be of assistance, sir?"
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(Police Officer) "Move along; move right along." (Man) "Pardon me, please."

(P. O.) "Move right ...
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(M.) "The crowd, where does it go?" (P. O.) "What crowd? Oh, this crowd! Why, they're going to the speedway."
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upon that delicious smell of hot exhausts, hot tyres and hot dogs. At last, I was in the stadium. Oh, the indescribable joy of it!
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(A) Michael's supporters
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One, two; one, two, three.

Mi chael, Mi - chael.

\Who's the man in the blue and true?

(B) Michael's supporters

Mi-chael, Mi - chael.

Who's the man on the clean ma-chine?
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Ri-ding on his mo-tor-cy-cle!
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Lis-ten to the Mi-chael roar.
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race.
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Watch him, watch him win
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Dirt-bike Dave will
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[Loud hailer] There's a screech, there's a swerve, there's a Dirtbike, taking the bend with a shower of debris

deafening roar. There's a loud, anxious crowd shouting and a spurt of the dirt, makes to shake himself

"More, give us more" at the riders and bikes to the number free of pursuit by good Michael. The third rider,

of four. But one stalls on the line! - Leaving three, you see, as he stops in disgust: he's got too much to do.

agree, left to score! Finally, there's just Dirtbike and Michael, the red
and the blue.
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And that's the end of the story. Pardon? Oh yes, it was very fortunate for Michael that
I Dirtbike Dave's wheel collapsed. And, I mean, he didn't deserve to win after what he did = 1
to Michael's bike did he? I wonder if someone tampered with his bike as well? No, no it's t=4 H
very unlikely. You see, who had anything to gain? Only Motorcycle Michael, and he
s wouldn't sabotage anyone's machine, would he? Of course not. After all, he's always
E clean, always brave, always fair. And if it wasn't him, then why would anyone else go 2
and loosen six of the spokes on Dirtbike Dave's wheel? Oh! ... Oh dear, I suppose that's 4
given it away now. Yes, of course, I did it. I knew his wheel would cave in sooner or
s later. But why did I do such a spiteful, nasty thing? Well, I'm very, very bad ... but I'm also -
# Michael's dad! 2
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