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On Love and Death
- 5 Rossettr Songs -

The songs can either be performed individually or as a complete set in the following

order:
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T hrough Light, Through Dark (2011) — ¢. 3 MINULES...ccvvriiriieiiiieniieeiee e 16
Remember/Forget (2009/10) — ¢. 3.30 MINULES.....eeeiririeiiniieeeiiieeenieee e 20
Heaven's Chimes are Slow (2010/11) — €. 7 MINULES..ccovveiriiianiieniieeniieeiee e 24

Total Duration: c. 23 minutes

The words are taken from the following poems by Christina Rossetti (1830 - 94):
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A Burthday

To-day and To-morrow

What Good Shall My Life Do Me?
He and She

'Heaven's Chimes Are Slow...'

From Christina Rossetti — Selected Poems, Edited by C.H. Sisson, Carcanet, 1984.

The verses used are printed on the following page, though the songs don't necessarily
use all the words of the poems, and in some cases the poems are re-structured in the

songs.

In an Halcyon Sea was commissioned by Rod and Nilla Freeman for their friend Sara
on her 40™ birthday in 2009.

The music of Remember/Forget 1s based on the original incidental music written for
Peter Gill's play Another Door Closed, produced at Theatre Royal Bath in August 2009.

On Love and Death — 5 Rossetti Songs was first performed by Emily Hindrichs and Joseph
Middleton at Aldeburgh Church on October 20" 2012, as part of the Britten
Weekend.




1. In a Halcyon Sea (from A Birthday)

My heart is like a singing bird
Whose nest is in a watered shoot:
My heart is like an apple-tree
Whose boughs are bent with thickset fruit;
My heart is like a rainbow shell
That paddles in a halcyon sea;
My heart is gladder than all these

Because my love is come to me.

2. Leaf, Flower, Stone (from Zo-day and ‘Tomorrow)

All the world 1s out 1n leaf,
Half the world in flower,

Earth has waited weeks and weeks
For this special hour:

Faint the rainbow comes and goes
On a sunny shower.

All the world 1s making love:
Bird to bird in bushes,

Beast to beast in glades, and frog
To frog among the rushes:

Wake, O south wind sweet with spice,
Wake the rose to blushes.

Life breaks forth to right and left —
Pipe wild-wood notes cheery.

Nevertheless there are the dead
Fast asleep and weary —

To-day we live, to-day we love,
Wake and listen, deary.

3. Through Light, Through Dark (from What Good Shall My Life Do Me?)

No hope 1n life: yet is there hope
In death, the threshold of man's scope.
Man yearneth (as the heliotrope

For ever seeks the sun) through light,
Through dark, for Love: all, read aright,
Is Love, for Love 1s infinite.



4. Remember/Forget (from He and She)

'Should one of us remember,
And one of us forget,

I wish I knew what each will do,
But who can tell as yet?'

'Should one of us remember,
And one of us forget,

I promise you what I will do —

And I'm content to wait for you,
And not be sure as yet.'

5. Heaven's Chimes Are Slow (from "Heaven's Chimes Are Slow...")

Heaven's chimes are slow, but sure to strike at last:
Earth's sands are slow, but surely dropping thro":
And much we have to suffer, much to do,

Before the time be past.

Chimes that keep time are neither slow nor fast:
Not many are the numbered sands nor few:
A time to suffer, and a time to do,

And then the time is past.



Dedicated to Harrison Birtwaistle



1. In a Halcyon Sea

Christian Mason

Christina Rossetti

(2009)

Calm, contemplative
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2. Leaf, Flower, Stone

(2010)

Christian Mason

Christina Rossetti

Fluid, Spontaneous
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3. Through Light, Through Dark

Christina Rossetti Christian Mason
(May 2011)
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4. Remember/Forget

Christian Mason

Christina Rossetti

(October 2010)
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Christina Rossetti

Ecstatically serene,

5. Heaven's Chimes Are Slow

Christian Mason
(Nov. 2010 - Jan. 2011)
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