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Instrumentation: Scordatura* String Octet with Theremin:

Theremin (with Moogerfooger MF-101 Low-Pass Fulter**)
Violin I (-2)

Violin II (non scord.)

Violin III (+1)

Violin IV (-1)

Viola I (non scord.)

Viola II (-2)

Violoncello (-1)

Contrabass (non scord.)

*Indicated by the number of semitones + or — from the standard tuning. Maximum +1 or -2 semitones. All strings remain tuned in 5ths.

**This can either be provided by the composer or bought from Moog Music at www.moogmusic.com

Note on performance:

In order to exploit the possibilites of the scordatura the whole ensemble 1s treated as a single 'macro-instrument’, with the 24 open strings
(plus all the related harmonics) being the main material which it explores. The theremin exists at the heart of the ensemble, often holding
together the lines and their spectral emanations which are shared around the strings. Even the most pointillistic moments were conceived as
lines, and this should be conveyed in performance.

Score in C

Duration ¢.13 minutes

Christian Mason was one of the winners of the 2009 Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Prize and was consequently commissioned to
write this work for the Philharmonia Music of Today Series. The furst performance took place on Fune 29" 2010 at the Royal Festval Hall,
played by members of the Philharmonia Orchestra with Lydia Kavina on T heremin.



Ensemble Layout

THEREMIN*

CELLO BASS

VIOLAT VIOLA II

VIOLIN III VIOLIN IV

VIOLIN I VIOLIN II

*It 1s essential that the theremin has sufficient space from surrounding instruments to avoid tuning interference.

N.B. The order of instruments in the score reflects their spatial layout: left to right here = top to bottom 1in the score.



Violin I
(scord. -2)

Violin I
(scord. +1)

Viola I
(non-scord.)

Violoncello
(scord. -1)

Contrabass
(non-scord.)

Viola IT
(scord. -2)

Violin IV
(scord. -1)

Violin II
(non-scord.)

SCORDATURA OPEN STRINGS and NATURAL HARM

It is understood that the scordatura may result in unstable tuning.
To avoid this as far as possible it is reccommended that scordatura
instruments are prepared some days in advance of the performance.

NICS (in all cases the 7th will sound slightly flat)
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Looking for the Land that is Nowhere

Hommage a Horatiu Radulescu

G.P. (c. 10 sec.)

Christian Mason (January-May 2010)
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Erratically energized!
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