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1.    

There was an Old Man with a beard,

Who said, “It is just as I feared!

Two Owls and a Hen,

Four Larks and a Wren,

Have all built their nests in my beard.” 

  

2.    

There was an Old Man on whose nose,

Most birds of the air could repose; 

But they all flew away 

At the closing of day,

Which relieved that Old Man and his nose. 

  

3.    

There was an Old Man of Dumbree,

Who taught little owls to drink tea; 

For he said, “To eat mice,

Is not proper or nice.”

That amiable Man of Dumbree. 

  

4.    

There was an Old Person of Crowle, 

Who lived in the nest of an owl; 

When they screamed in the nest,

He screamed out with the rest, 

That depressing Old Person of Crowle. 

  

5.    

There was an Old Man of Peru,

Who watched his wife making a stew;

But once by mistake,

In a stove she did bake,

That unfortunate Man of Peru. 

6.    

There was an Old Person of Ems,

Who casually fell in the Thames;

And when he was found

They said he was drowned, 

That unlucky Old Person of Ems. 

All the limericks are by Edward Lear except where stated. 

  

The score is written in C. Each movement should be played without a break.

      Duration 12 minutes

CHRISTOPHER BEARDSLEY 

  

LIMERICKS 

for soprano, flute, clarinet in B flat and harp 

  

7.    

There was an Old Man of Cape Horn,

Who wished he had never been born;

So he sat on a chair,

Till he died of despair,

That dolorous Man of Cape Horn.

8.    

There was an Old Person of Filey,

Of whom his acquaintance spoke highly;

He danced perfectly well,

To the sound of a bell,

And delighted the people of Filey. 

9.    

A Young Clarinettist called Matt, 

Played more than a semitone flat. 

He bought a Welsh harp 

And the notes were all sharp, 

So he took up the flute and played that – FLAT! 

                               (The “Old man” with a beard) 

10.  

There was a Young Lady of Bute,

Who played on a silver-gilt flute;

She played several jigs, 

To her uncle's white pigs,

That amusing Young Lady of Bute. 

11.  

A limerick fan from Australia 

Regarded his work as a failure; 

His verses were fine, 

Until the fourth line…. 

                                  (Anon) 
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